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ON THE HOPE OF THE HYPOCRITE. 


Or those who profess religion there 
is reason to fear many are hypocrites. 
Of the ten virgins spoken of by our 
Lord, five were wise, and five were 
foolish. ‘The scriptures plainly speak 
of two sorts of hypecrites. A hyp 
ocrite is one who assumes a charac- 
ter that does not belong to him. A 
man may assume a character that 
does not belong to him, knowing it 
does not, with an intention to deceive 
others. A man may also assume a 
character that does not belong to 
him, thinking it does; not intending 
to deceive others, but deceiving him 
self. A-hypocrite of the latter sort 
has a hope of eternal life. He thinks 
he is a real christian, and assumes 
the character and the name. Others 
also think he is a christian, and treat 
him as such. In some instances the 
hope of the hypocrite endures but for 
atime. ‘That of the stoney ground 
hearers in the parable soon came to 
anend. Insome other instances it 
continues till death. 

In the following essay, I propose 
first, to examine the foundation of 
the hypocrite’s hope; secondly, to 
show that it probably will continue 
till death; and then conclude with 
some remarks. 

First, [ am to examine the foun- 
dation of the hypocrite’s hope. 

And here I would observe, in gen- 
eral, that the foundation of the hyp- 
ocrite’s hope, is its resemblance to 
the hope of the real christian. My 
object will be to show, in several 
particulars, how nearly the religious 
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experience of the hypocrite may re- 
semble that of the real christian, 
while it is still essentially different. 

Before I proceed, I would make 
two or three preliminary remarks. 
t. There is no real religion in anim- 
al feeling. Those feelings which 
belong to our animal nature, and 
which we have in common with 
the brute creation, are not of a 
moral character. They are nei- 
ther sinful nor holy. 2. There is 
no real religion in selfish affec- 
tions. ‘Sinners love those that love 
them.” True religion is disinter- 
ested love, the charity that “seeketh 
not her own.” 3. There is no real 
religion in any thing that can be ex- 
perienced by those in hell. 

Having made these preliminary 
remarks, [ proceed to observe, that 
the real christian has experienced 
conviction of sin. The law has 
come home to his conscience, and he 
has seen himself justly condemned. 
He has seen the true character of 
God, and become sensible of his en- 
mity against it. He has obtained a 
sight of his own heart, and seen it 
to be full of evil. “It is a sense of 
truth,’’ in the conscience, “and the 
power of God holding the mind to 
view and realize truth,” which 
produces this conviction. A greater 
or less degree of it seems to be ne- 
cessary, in order to the existence of 
repentance, and of course, to the 
conversion of a sinner. But there 
is no religion in this. The hypo- 
crite may have experienced it all. 
Those a are condemned in the 
great day will experience it all, The 
hypocrite may have had conviction 
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of the same kind, and of the same 
degree that the real christian has 
had, and still be a hypocrite. 

The real christian has submitted 
to God. He has thrown down the 
weapons of his rebellion, and sur- 
rendered himself to the disposal of 
his sovereign. He has voluntarily 
placed himself in the hands of God, 
to be disposed of, as He shall see 
best. The hypocrite may have done 
that which he would express by the 
same language, and which he suppo- 
ses is the same thing. Connecting 
in his own mind the act of submis- 
sion, with the event of his salva 
tion, he has found no difficulty in 
surrendering himself into the hands 
of God. He is willing to be safe, 
and he expects to make himself so, 
by the act of surrender. He thinks 
he is willing to be disposed of as 
God shall see best, because he ex- 
pects God will see best to take him 
to heaven. There is another kind 
of submission tov, which the hypo- 
crite may exercise; that which con 
sists in indifference. He may be 
convinced that he is in the hands of 
God and cannot get out of his hands; 
and so give himself up to his fate, 
with the feelings of a stvic, merely 
because he sees that resistance 
would be vain, This forced submis 
sion he may express in the same 
language that the real christian uses 
to express his voluntary submission; 
and so suppose his feelings are the 
same. 


The real christian loves God. He 
is pleased with his whole character, 
as wise, good, and powerful; one 
who knows what is best, and will 
do what is best. He is pleased that 
God is a holy being, who hates sin, 
and will punish it. The hypocrite 
also may love God with a very ar- 
dent affection, because he thinks him 
his friend. He may be pleased with 


his infinite power, wisdom, and good- 
ness, because he supposes these per. 
fec tions will all be exercised in mak 

ing him happy. He may be pieased 
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to have God hate sin in others, and 
punish it too. The sins of others 
often stand in his way, and inter- 
fere with his plans. In such cases 
he would punish them himself, if he 
might, and is pleased and gratified 
tohave God punishthem. The hyp- 
ocrite, therefore, will be likely to 
think that he is pleased with the 
whole character of God. 

The real christian exercises re- 
pentance for sin. He sees the evil 
nature of sin, and loathes and ab- 
hors himself for it. He sees that 
sin is committed against God, and 
mourns over the dishonor he has 
done to the best of beings. The 
hypocrite also exercises a kind of 
repentance fir sin. He regards 
God as his friend, and grieves that 
he has offended his friend. He sees 
something of the evil nature of sin, 
and despises himself for committing 
it. He sees many sins commitred 
by others which always excite his 
contempt for those who indulge in 
them. And when he reflects that 
all sin is of the same nature, he feels 
a kind of self contempt for his own 
sins, and despises himself for com- 
mnitting them. 

The real christian exercises faith 
in Christ. He believes with the 
heart. He cordially consents to the 
terms of the gospel, and approves 
with the heart of God’s method of 
saving sinners through Christ. The 
hypocrite may exercise a kind of faith 
which greatly resembles this. Ma- 
king his own happiness his supreme 
object, he is ready to consent to any 
thing which will render it secure.— 
Being sensible that he is a sinner, 
deserving damnation, and needing 
grace, he easily sees that the way of 
salvation pointed out in the gospel, 
is the only way in which he can ever 
be safe. He approves of this way of 
salvation, because it is the best way 
for him. Regarding Christ as his 
savior, he thinks he is pleased with 
his character. He delights to speak 
of him as a savior whe may be safe- 
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ly trusted, great, and powerful, and 
kind, and faithful. 

The real christian finds great 
peace in believing. “The fruit of the 
spirit is love, Joy, peace. The Sav- 
ior said to his disciples, “Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give un- 
to you.” And the Psalmist says, 
«Great peace have they that love 
: teal christians find it so, 

by their own experience. And SO 
may thehypocrite. In proportion to 
the distress he felt from a sense of 
his danger, will be his joy when he 
thinks he is delivered. IL see not 
why the joy of the hypocrite may 
not be as lively, and rise as high as 
that of the real christian. Perhaps 
in some cases, it may even surpass 
it. And afterwards, when he comes 
to review the change which he thinks 
has taken place in his character and 
state, he finds great peace and calm- 
ness of soul, such as he never expe- 
rienced till he obtained a hope. 


The real Christian exercises grat- 
itude to God for the favors he be 
stows. He has a deep sense of his 
unworthiness and ill desert, sees the 
hand of God in every favor he 
enjoys, feels his obligations to God, 
and finds his heart filled with thank- 
fulness, and his mouth opened with 
praise. The hypocrite too, may 
have emotions of a very similar na- 
ture. There is a kind of gratitude 
which is natural to men, on recei 
ving favors. The hypocrite consi. 
ders the favors he has received from 
God as exceedingly great, and feels 
strong emotions of natural grati- 
tude, which prompt him to leve and 
praise the Lord. 


The real Christian feels a deep 
reverence for God. A sense of the 
sreatness and majesty of God fills 
lis soul with solemn awe. It may 
be so also with the hypocrite. Any 
great and sublime object fills the 
mind of the beholder with an emo- 
tion of awe. The hypocrite may 
have a clear discovery of the great- 
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ness and majesty of God, than 
which there is no object so truly 
sublime; and that discovery may 
produce the same effect on his mind. 
The real Christian reads the bible 
with interest. When he centem- 
plates the divine character, as there 
revealed, and the divine perfections, 
as there made known—when he 
reads of Christ, and the way of sal- 
vation by him—when he reads of 
sin, andits consequences, of the day 
of judgment, of heaven and hell— 
whe. he considers the promises and 
threatenings of that God who will 
not lie,—he is deeply affected with 
what he reads. So it may be with 
the hypocrite. He too may read 
the bible with deep interest, and be 
much affected with what it contains. 
If the bible is true, it is tremendous- 
ly true; and the hypocrite may be 
sensible of it, as well as the Chris- 
tian. Every man has a deep per- 
sonal interest in what the bible con- 
tains, whether he feels it or not, 
and he may feel it strongly, without 
being a Christian. 
~ The real Christian loves to pray, 
and often finds great enjoyment in 
the exercise. 
family, in the social circle, he draws 
near to God in this duty, and en- 
joys communion with him. The 
hypocrite also may find great enjoy- 
mentin prayer. When he engages 
in it, he goes to God, as to an al- 
mighty friend, toask for favors which 
he needs. ‘Those favors he expects 
to receive, in proportion to the 
earnestness with which he asks. He 
knows that his sins are displeasing 
to his friend, and he confesses them 
and finds relief. By going over the 
various topics of prayer, he renews 
his comfortable feelings, & strength- 
ens his hope. In this exercise he 
often gets his animal feelings very 
much engaged, and so finds great 
enjoyment. In social prayer espe- 
cially, the feelings manifested by 
others excite his own by sympathy; 
so that here he is more hikely to in- 


In the closet, in the. 
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crease his enjoyment, than he is in 
the duties of the closet. 

The real Christian loves to attend 
social meetings, and converse on 
the great things of religion. In at 
tending upon them, and engaging in 
théir exercises, he often finds him- 
self animated, and strengthened, 
and comforted, and refreshed. It 
may be so also with the hypocrite. 
Let him feel a lively interest in his 
own salvation, and he will feel a 
lively interest in such meetings. He 
will love to take part in them, and 
speak in them of the joys of heaven, 
which he anticipates, and of the 
great goodness of God, which he 
thinks has been manifested to him. 
And as he dwells on such topics, 
his animal feelings are excited, and 
his selfish affections called forth. 
And as others are affected too, his 
feelings are increased by sympathy, 
and he is much animated and re- 
freshed. And by these things his 
hope is strengthened and his enjoy- 
ment greatly increased. 

The real Christian loves the breth- 
ren. He feels a complacency in 
them, as bearing the image of Christ, 
and takes a deep interest in their 
welfare. He delights in their soci- 
ety, chooses them for his compan- 
ions, and feels a peculiar affection 
for them which he has not for others. 
The hypocrite also may have similar 
feelings. A degree of self compla- 
cency is natural to the sinner. His 
self complacency leads him to feel 
a complacency in those who are like 
himself. The hypocrite supposes 
the brethren tobe like himself. ‘They 
embrace the same opirions, pursue 
the same objects, and feel an inter- 
est'in his weifare Their interest 
he considers t e same as his own, 
and his own the same as theirs. 
Consequently, he considers himself 
and them as united together by the 
strongest ties; and he feels an affec 
tion for them that he does not for 
others. 

‘The real Christian feels anxious 


When 
he looks around upon his children, 
| and neighbors, and ‘friends, who re- 
| main impenitent, asense of their de- 
plorable condition deeply affects 


for the salvation of sinners. 


him He is disposed to pray for 
them with great earnestness, and 
faithfully to use with them such 
means as God has appointed; that 
he may, if possible, call up their at- 
tention to the subject. So it may 
be with the hypocrite. His selfish 
affection for his friends makes him 
desire their eternal happiness. A 
sense of their deplorable condition 
while impenitent, strongly excites 
his sympathy. Under the influence 
of such feelings, he converses with 
them with much seriousness, and 
prays for them with great earnest- 
ness. 

The real Christian earnestly de- 
sires a revival of religion. He de- 
sires it for his own good, for the 
good of the church, for the good of 
sinners, and for the glory of God. 
The hypocrite also may earnestly 
desire a revival of religion. He 
may desire it for his own good. 
His religious feelings may have de- 
clined—his enjoyment may have 
diminished—his hope may need 
something to strengthen it. His af- 
fection tor the brethren may lead 
him to desire a revival for their sake. 
And his anxiety for the salvation of 
sinners, may make him wish it for 
theirs. He may not think so much 
of the glory of God; but if he does, 
he considers God as his friend, and 
he wishes his friend to be honored. 

When there is a revival, the real 
Christian is much animated, and 
has an increase of enjoyment. All 
his graces are invigorated, and are 
in much more lively exercise. So 
it may be with the hypocrite. In 
time of a revival his animal feel- 
ings are strongly excited. Sympa- 
thy operates powerfully. When 


sinners are in distress, he pities 
them. 
he rejoices with them. 


When they obtain comfort, 
He weeps 
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er with them that weep, and rejoices || him, and is much affected with grat- 
n, with them that rejoice; and all from || itude and joy: He thinks of the 
e- animal feeling. And as all his reli- || great misery from which he is reseu- 
e- gion has consisted in animal feeling, || ed, and looks forward to the joys of 
ts © or selfish affection; and as these are | heaven which he has in anticipation. 
Or } now powerfully excited, he is much || If he is capable of weeping from an- 
1d BB animated and strengthened, and has || imal feeling or selfish affection, he 
; a great increase of enjoyment. will probably weep there. And the 
at | In the time ofa revival, the exer- || more his feelings are excited, the 
t- tions of a real Christian are often || more his hope is confirmed, and his 
Ly instrumental of awakening the at- |} enjoyment increased;, and he is 
sh » tention of sinners, and promoting || stimulated toa life of apparent con- 
m the salvation of their souls. By his || formity to the precepts of the gospel. 
A active exertions, he rouses his breth | The real Christian loves the 
n ren from their slumbers. By his. preaching of the word. The clear 
s [ faithful warning~, he calls up the |! cxhibition of the doctrines of the 


ee — attentionofsinners. By his fervent | bible warms his heart ‘Lhe more 
h [ prayers, he greatly promotes the ! the divine character is brought into 
d — work. So it may be with the hypo. | view, the more his love to God in- 





: } 
| crite. [f his own feelings are strong- | creases, and manifests itself in a 

) ly engaged, they will prompt him life of obedience to his precepts. 
- [ to active exertion. If he feels con. || He is pleased with doctrinal preach- 
- cerned for his impenitent friends, || ng, with experunental preaching, 
e he will warn them to flee from the |} and with practical preaching; for he 
f wrath tocome. If he embraces the Sees the inseparable connection be- 
|. [& truth in theory, he will press it || tween right belief, right feelings, and 
y / upon the conscience of the sinner | right practice. The hypocrite also 
If his public prayers are solemn and | may be wuch gratified with the 
le affecting, though they may not reach || preaching of the word; and espe- 
- the throne of grace, they may reach | cially when it is not so ‘tiscrimina- 


the hearts of his hearers, and do them || ting as to detect his hypocrisy. If 


because he thinks he ts one of the 


crite too may find great comfort in 
elect. He may be pleased with the 


that ordinance. The objects he | . 
there contemplates excite his affec || preachin: of hristian duties, be- 
tions also. He thinks of the love of | cause he thinks he performs more 
Christ, in laying down his life for Hof them than his neighbors. He will 


Y 
l great good. The means which God | he has embraced a set of opinions, 
- has appointed for the salvation of | it gratifies him te hear them vindi- 
sinners, are most of them capable of | cated. tf he has clear views of di- 
' | being put in operation by the hypo | vine truth, he derives much inrel- 
f | crite, as well as by the “hristian. || lectual pleasure from the clear ex- 
: And no reason appears why God | hibition of it. He may be pleased 
cannot make them successful in one |} with the preaching of the d vine 
case as well as in the other. | sovereignty, because he thinks it 
| The real Christian delights to will be exercised in his favor. He 
, celebrate the love of Christ in the || may be gratified with hearing the 
ordinance of the sacramental sup- || doctrine of depravity, because he 
per. Ihe objects he there contem- || thinks he is saved«from its con- 
plates are well adapted to — sequences. He may be pleased 
his religious affections, promote his || to hear the necessity of regenera- 
strength and comfort, and quicken || tion, because he thinks he has ex- 
him to a life of conformity to the || perienced it He may be willing 
precepts of the gospel. The hypo- to hear of election and reprobation, 
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be particularly gratified tohave tho e || death. Whether any one shall do 
duties urged which he thinks he || so, or not, depends upon the strength 
performs and others neglect, be || of his hope, and not at all upon its 
cause he loves to think well of him- || goodness. in some instances, the 
self. hope of the Christian is weak; and 
The real Christian contributes of | so it may be with the hypocrite. 
his substance to relieve objects of | In other intances, the hope of the 
distress, support the gospel at home, || Christian is strong; and so it may 
and spread it among the destitute. || be with the hypocrite. 
‘Fhe hypocrite may do the same. It Such is the foundation of the hyp- 
gratifies his animal feelings to re- | ocrite’s hope. It greatly resembles 
lieve the distressed _It fosters his | that of the real christian. It is, in- 
self-righteous spirit to support the | deed, only a’ resemblance. There 
gospel. It makes him think well of ||is a radical distinction between 
himself, and thus serves to strength- || them. The religion of the hvpo- 
en his hope. crite is all selfish affection or ani- 
The real Christian exercises sub- |} mal feeling. The religion of the 
mission under afflictions. He sees || real christian is disinterested love. 
that they come from God, and ac- || But the delusion of the hypocrite is 
quiesces in his holy will. Thehyp-,|| strong. He perceives not the differ- 
ocrite also may exercise a kind of | ence between himself and the chris- 
submission under afflictions. He || tian. He hears the christian ex- 
knows it is vain to contend, and | press the feelings of his heart, on the 
that his own comfort will be pro || various topics mentioned above ; and 
moted by submission. He thinks || he thinks his own feelings are the 
also that they are all for his good, || same. They are such as lead him 
and readily acquiesces in them for || to express himself in the same lan- 








that reason. guage; and he very naturally con- 
The real Christian reforms when || cludes they are the same feelings. 

he is chastised. He carefully in G. G. 

quires wherefore it 1s, that God is (To be continued.) 

contending with him. He seeks out HO BOu-- 

the evil and endeavors to remove it. For the Utica Christian Repository. 
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may be removed. Messrs. Editors : 


The real Christian cheerfully || Iw a late number of your miscel- 
submits to persecution for righteous- || lany, I observe an essay on the un- 
ness sake. So may the hypocrite || ion of Presbyterian and Congrega- 
in expectation of a heavenly crown. || tional Churches. The reasons ur- 

The real Christian attends to all || ged by that writer appear to be con- 
the external duties of religion and | ciliatory, and I trust will have their 
morality. So may the hypocrite, || desired effect. I am fully persua- 
as the means of confirming his hope, || ded, that compromises, on subjects 

| 








and securing his eternal reward. of this nature, are necessary to the 

The real Christian often dies in || peace and prosperity of Christ’s 
triumph; exclaiming with an apos- | kingdom. If every opinion about 
tle, “Q death, where is thy sting? O || modes and forms, which are not 
erave, where is thy victory? Thanks || clearly prescribed in the sacred vol- 
be to God, who giveth us the victo- || ume, is to be considered a matter of 
ry!’ So may the hypocrite. Let || conscience, and to become the sym- 


his hope be sufficiently strong, and || bol of a party, then, instead of cha- 
he too will triumph in the arms of || rity being a cardinal grace, J fear it 
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-an obstinate unbelief. . 
to be alarmed at the present awful 
degeneracy of the Christian commu- 


will find no place in the Christian | 
system. Butit is possible there are 
some, who are not prepared to com 
promit any part of the Congregation- 
al government, or to give any coun- 
tenance to another form, from a con 
viction that the ground they have 
taken is plainly apostolical. So long 
as such a conviction remains, it 
would not only be wrong for them 
to abandon their own system, but it 


| 

| would be their duty to use every ef- | 
‘fort to reclaim other churches from | with the state, whatever may be the 

| 

| 


They ought 


nity in this country, in which Pres. 
byterianism seems to be gaining 
ground ; and especially at the pre. 
valency of what are called © revivals 
of religion,’? which have in many in- 


' stances been the occasion of intro- 


ducing the Presbyterian government, 
either in whole or in part. 


I have not, for a long time, obser- 
ved any public testimonies in favor 
of Congregational gevernment, ex 
cept the Report of the Oneida As 
sociation, which has recently expi- 
red. From the language of that re- 


port, it would seem, that there were | 
at least some individuals, whe con- || 


sidered the barrier between them 
and Pre byterians to be sv formida- 
ble, that it must not be approached, 


even if they should be deprived of | 
| all their ministers. 
| bold stand to be taken ; but not too 


This is truly a 


bold, if they “stand on plain scrip- 
ture ground.” If they have not 
plain scripture in their favor, it is a 


} pity they should take a stand so pre 
judicial to Christian harmony and 


communion. Now it seems to me, 


‘if we may judge from the manner in 


which they have justified themsetves 


/in their report, that they dispose of 
this serious subject too hastily— 
}Surely we ought to examine the 
scriptures candidly and prayerfully, | 
jand abide by the result, whatever 


becomes of our habits and prejudi- 


ces. I suspect that many of the! 
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prejudices against Presbyterian go- 
vernment, arise from an inattention 
to the peculiar nature of all ecclesi- 
astical discipline, as well as from 
ignorance and misrepresentation.— 
The jealousy that has prevailed in 
this country, with regard to temporal 
power, and the infringement of our 
civil liberty, seems to have crept in- 
to the concerns of the church. Now 
it ought to be recollected, that church 
government, when not connected 


mode of its administration, is en- 
| tirely spiritual, and is addressed to 

the understanding and conscience. 

Rulers in a church, as such, have 
| nothing to do with men’s purses, nor 
| their personal concerns and rights, 
| except so far as it regards their 
| Christian duties: and with respect 
| to these, all that the church ruler 
| has any opportunity of doing, is, te 
'| teach and admonish, by quoting di- 
vine authorities from the scriptures. 
| It is'out of his power to do any 
| thing more. As to government: all 
| he can do to affect the rights of men, 
|| is, to-refuse them admittance to the 
|| privileges of the church, or to ex- 


| 


| clude them after they have been ad- 


' 


} 





| mitted. But in this, their rights as 
| men are not called in question, and 
| generally not affected. They may 
| possess all their rights when exclu- 
| ded from communion, as well as 
| those who are embraced. The great 
| object of the ruler, is, to execute the 
| laws of Christ, and preserve the pu- 
rity of his church. He is to judge 
| by those laws, who should be admit- 
| ted to the church, and what persons 
| are to be excluded. It is, therefore, 
| very evident, that in this great trust, 
| our rights and liberties are not at 
|| stake, any further than they depend 
| on the faithful execution of Christ’s 
| laws: and the desideratum is not to 
| select persons for this purpose, who 


| may have motives of self-interest in 





| guarding our interests, as it is im 
| civil government ; but we wish the 
trust committed to persons whe are 
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the best qualified to administer the || ple, “If ye inquire any thing con- 


rules of the gospel. 

As our dissenting brethren pro. 
ceed on the ground that the primi- 
tive mode of church government was 
Congregational, I shall make the 
subject of my 


First Inquiry, Whether there is 
not certain evidence in scripture, 
that other forms were in use in the 
primitive church. | 

The peculiar sentiment of the 
Congregationalists is, (as is stated 
in Buck’s Theological Dictienary,) 
«That each congregation of Chris 
tians, which meet in one place for 
rel gious worship, is’ a complete 
church, and has sufficient power to 
act and perform every thing relative 
to religious government within itself, 
and is in no respect subject or ac- 
countable to any other church.”—It 
is true that councils of bishops are 
sometimes called on difficult cases, 
but their decisions have no authority, 
and may be rejected by the church, 
without any violation of their princi. 

les. With some Congregational- 
ists, preachers are licensed, and 
amongst a greater number, ministers 
are ordained, by a council of clergy : 
but this is a departure from their 
principles. It recognises two inde- 
pendent church governments ; the 
one exercised by the clergy, with or 
without a few brethren ; the other by 
the people. The Brownists, of Eng- 
land, were consistent Congregation - 
alists: they required each church 
to ordain, as well as to do all other 
acts of discipline, within itself. 

Before we proceed further, let us 
inquire how the word church is used 
in the New Testament. The origi 
nal word from which the word church 
1 in every instance translated, is ec- 
clesia, which signifies an assembdy 
called out, and is not confined to 
religious bodies. I shall endeav- 
or to collect in order its several 
applications.—1. It signifies a coun- 
cil,” Acts 19. 39, where the town 
clerk of Ephesus says to the peo- 


cerning other matters, it shall be de. 
termined in a lawful assembly.”°— 
And in the 32d verse, “ For the as- 
sembly was confused.” Here the 
same word is used, which is else- 
where translated church. 2. It is 
taken for the whole body of profes- 
sors of religion in the world. The 
Israelites are in the Old Testament 


frequently denominated by the same ff 
word which we render church ; as / 
alsoin Mat. 16. 18, our Saviour to/ 
Peter, “On this rock will t build my | 
This must mean the visi- | 
ble church, made up of professors, 7 
whether sincere or not; for such | 


church.” 


was the denomination given to the 


Jewish church, which contained ma- | 


ny that were insincere; and the 
kingdom of heaven, when it is used 
to signify the church in this world, 
is representedas embracing “ tares”’ 
as well as “wheat,” or as a draught 
of fishes, both good and bad. It is 
in this church (1 Cor. 12. 28) that 
“God hath set apostles, prophets, 
teachers,”’ &c. 3. It means the 
whole body of true saints, who are 
united to Christ by faith. Eph. 1. 
22; “ And gave him to be head over 
all things to the church, which is his 
body.”? 4. The Christians of a par- 
ticular city, whether they met to- 
gether or in several places. Acts 8. 
1; “And at that time there was 
great persecution against the church 
which was at Jerusalem.” 5. A 
company of Christians met together, 
commonly in a private house. Rom. 
16. 4; “The church which is in 
their house.” 1.Cor. 11. 18. “When 


ye come togetherin the church.” C. | 


14. 28. “ Let him keep silence in the 
church.” $4. “Let your women 
keepsilence inthechurches.” 6. A 
college of Elders. 


“Tell it unto the church.” = It/ 
is to be recollected that these words 
were spoken when there was no | 
Christian Church ; they must there- 
fore refer to some body tlien in exis- | 
tence which takes cognizance ofsuch © 


Math. 18. 17. | 
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matters. We know from the Jew- 
ish history, that such matters were 
done in the synagogues, of which the 
government was conducted, by the 
rulers or elders, with their chief or 
bishop. From these specimens of 
scripture usage, we may safely con- 
clude that the Church, er gov 
ernment we are discussing, is ‘ any 
—_ of christians associated tues 

- for the purpose of maintaining 
secu and worship, good order 
and government, under the laws of 
Christ.” 


If this definition of a church be 
approved, it will probably facilitate 
our further inquiries; but if not, | 
irust the essential points can be 
demonstrated without it. In a 
church, (by which is meant a single 
congregation,) according to congre 
gational principles, all the members 
stand on equal ground as to author- 
ity, from the old minister down to | 
the boy of ten yearsold There are 
no rulers in the church—there are no 
persons thatareruled. Let us then 
see whether this accords with the 
state of the primitive church. Heb. 
13.7, 17,24. “Remember them which || 
have the rule over you, who have 

spoken unto you the word of God. 
Obey them that have the rule over 
you, and submit yourselves. 8: ilute | 
all them that have the -wle cver you.” 

1 hes. 5. 1g. “Know them which 
are over you in the Lord and ad. 

monish you.” 1 Tim. 3.5. “For if | 
aman know not how torule his own 
house, how shall he take care of the 
church of God.” After reading 
these passages, I know not how any 
man who believes the bible, can de- 

ny that some of the churches in the 
primitive age had rulers, or those 
who were over them, and that in| 
the exercise of the bishop’s office 
there was ruling to be performed, 

even more difficult than the govern- 
ment of a family. Amongst the) 
several classes of ministers which 
the apostle declares God set in the 
church, one of them is “ govern. | 
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ments.”’ Nor shall I omit to notice 
a text quoted by the Oneida Associa- 
tion, i Tim. 5. 17. and which they 
have undertaken tointerpret. Lam 
not concerned at present with their 
interpretation, whether the passage 
speaks of lay elders or not. It is 
sufficient that the apostle exhorts, 
“Let the Elders that rude well be 
accounted worthy of double honor.” 
Were there not, then, ruling elders 
in the churches? Whether there 
were any who did not preach, lL hope 
to consider hereafter. There are 
many other passages similar in their 
import to those above mentioned. I 
shall only advert to what is said on 
this point in the 20th chap. of Acts. 
| “Take heed to yourselves,and to all 
| the flock of God over which the Holy 
| Ghost hath made you overseers to 
feed the church of God.” Surely 
the elders are not spoken of here as 
| destitute of authority; they are ap- 
pointed by the Holy Ghost as over- 
seers, or bishops. They are to feed 
the churth. Any one acquainted 
with the original, knows that the 
verb poimano means to exercise the 
pastoral care, which includes gov- 


erning, as well as feeding. Nay, in 
several instances in which it is 


used, it must signify to rule only, as 
Rev. 2. 27. “And he shall poimani 
| +ule them with a rod ofiron ” Chap. 
12, 5, “Who was poimanin to 
rule the nations with a rod of iron.”’ 
It isto be recollected, that this is 
one of the softer terms which are 
said to express the duty of elders in 
governing the church. Now there- 
a the point is demonstrated that 
there were rulers in the primitive 
churches. 


adly. Congregational churches re- 
quire ‘put one elder, or rather do not 
require any, the primitive churches 
had many. We take it for granted 
here (because among us there is no 
dispute on the subject,) that elder 
and bishop are often used indiscrim- 
conte as applying to spiritual offi- 
cers in the church of the same rank, 
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Acts 11. 50—‘And sent it to the! | 
elders by the hands of Barnabas and || 
Saul,” to the christian elders un- | 
doubtedly, for the contribution was 
to relieve the distressed christian 
brethren. 14, 23—“And when they 
had ordained them elders in every 
church.” 15.4 & 6—“They were | 
received of the church and of the a- 
postles and e/ders,”’ and the apos 
tles and elders come together to con | 
sider of this matter.” 6. 4. ,,That 
were ordained of the apostles and 
elders which were at Jerusalem.” 1 
do not here meddle with the ques 

tion whether “the church at Jerusa 
len’? was a single congregation or 
many. There were a number of el- 
ders associated together in the ex 
ercise of authority. Acts 0. 
“He sent to Ephesus and called ie 
elders of the church.’ Mit 1.5— 
“And ordain elders in every city as | 
I had appointed thee.’ In some | 
cities probably one preacher would 


\7— 


be enou igh, but in every city howev 
er 3 t the church, 
‘cual elders. James 5. 14-—“Let 


him call for the elders of the church.’ 
{t is proper L remark that the apos 
tle is writing, not to someone church 
who might have an unusual num 
ber of elders, but to christians “scat 
tered abroad,’ and he supposes that 
to whatever church any one belongs, || 
it has a number of elders to whom a! 
sik man may apply. 1 Pet. 5. 
“The eiders which are among you [| 
exhort.’ Phil. +. '-—*To all the 1 
saints at Philipja, with the bishops | 1 
and deacons,” 1. e. the overseers and | 
deacons | 
} 


| 
there must be | 
| 
| 
| 


It may be observed that wherever | 
rulers vf a church are spoken of in | 
their relation to the church, they 
are always in the plural nunber.— | 
“The elder of the church,” isa phra- | 
ecology which has no place in the | 
New Testament. P erhaps we ought | 
to make one exception to what we | 
have said. ‘The angel of the church’ 
used in the Revelation is singular. | 
It is well known that among the el- | 


Church Government. 


ders in the Jewish synagogue there 
was one who Was called “the angel”? 
and whose oflice it was to preside 
and take the lead in their religious 
exercises. ‘This was probably the 
case amongst christian elders,so that 
John’s epistles to the churches were 
very maturally directed to the pre- 
siding officers in those churches.— 
With regard to Ephesus we have had 
an account before, that there were 
several elders belonging to that 
church, and there 1s no reason to be- 
lieve that the rest were ee 
constituted. 1 think, therefore, it 
cannot fairly be denied” that the 
primitive churches had several el- 
ders belonging to each church. I 
am willing it should be supposed that 
they all preached. if so, they were 
better supplied with preachers than 
we arenow. We have no evidence, 
however, that they all did preach; 
we only know that it was the busi- 
ness of all to take care of the church 
and govern it. That passage men- 
tioned by the Oneida Association as 
the only authority for lay elders, in 
my opinion is only one of many, and 
yet if fairly considered a very deci- 
sive one. On this passage, TI shall 
quote the words of Dr Whitaker, an 


| Episcopal divine, and who would 


have been very willing that the tes- 
timony should have been unfavora- 
ble to the institution of lay elders. 
“By these words,” says he, “the a- 
postle evidently distinguishes be- 
tween the bishops and the inspec- 
tors of the church. Jf all who rule 
well, be worthy of double honor, es- 
pecially they who labor in word and 
doctrine, it is plain that there were 
some who did not so labor; for if all 
had been of this description, the 


| meaning would have been absurd, 


but the word especially points out 
the difference. If I should sav that 
all who study well at the univ ersity; 


are worthy of double honor, espe- 
| cially they who labor in the study 


of Theology, | must either mean 
that all do not apply themselves to 
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ithe study of Theology, or I should 
speak nonsense. Wherefore | con. 
fess that to be the most genuine 
sense, by which pastors and teach- 
ers are distinguished from those who 
only governed.” 

Besides the absurdity mentioned, 
I have another objection to the op- 
osite interpretation, which is, that 
all the elders were preachers, but 
some dobored and others did not.— 
For, according to this interpretation, 
men whose office it was to preach 
the word,and who were so indolent as 
not to occupy themselves in that la- 
bor, were yet considered by the a- 
postle as worthy of high honor.— 
Should we not rather suppose that | 
the apostle would have such men ex- | 
cluded from the ministry, and dis- | 
graced? {| am not however disposed f 
to contend with those who would | 
have all elders preach, provided | 
they will allow, what 1 think has 
been demonstrated from scripture, 
that in each apostolic church there | 
was a plurality of elders. Let us| 
then have several elders in each 
church, according to scripture ex- 
ample, and if they are qualified, | 
let them all be ministers of the word, 
but if they do not possess miracu- | 


| 
| 


lous powers and are not otherwise | 

*,e . . ._* i 
qualified for public duties, then let | 
them be employed in those duties 
for which they are qualified, and be | 
rulers in the church. 





Sdly. In congregational churches, | 
persons not set apart to a sacred of 
fice, direct the spiritual concerns of 
the church, of which there is no ex 
ample in the New Testament. They 
do not indeed administer the sacra 
ments, and some of them do not or- | 
dain officers, but all take upon them 
to admit and exclude members.— |) 
Now, if any spiritual fuuction is 
committed to a peculiar class of men, 
I am persuaded it is this of guard 
ing the door of the church. Our Sav- 
lor says to Peter as the representa 
tive of the apostles, Mat. 16. 19— 
“And I will give unto thee the keys || 


a 
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of the kingdom of heaven, and what- 
soever thou shalt bind on earth, shail 
be bound in Heaven, and whatsvev- 
er thou shalt loose on earth. shall 
be loosed in heaven.”? IL know of 
no fair ground on which it can be de- 
nied that this applies to the govern- 
ment of the church, especially to the 
admission and exclusion of embers. 
Nor can it be considered 4s any pre- 
rogative peculiar to the apostles, as 
inspired men. ‘There is no ev idence 
of this. Nay the same Peter has ex- 
pressly denied it. “The elders, says 
he, which are among you, | exhort, 
who am also an elder.”? There he 
speaks of the duties ahd prerogatives 
of elders, and in this respect, places 
himself on an equality with them. 
Nor do we find that the apostles in 
ordinary cases, exercised any eccle- 
siastical authority, distinct from that 
of others who were not apostles — 
When deacons were appointed to 
the temporal affairs of the church, 
the people nominated them, and the 
apostles set them apart to the office. 


| When the Holy Ghost directed that 


Barnabas and Saul should be set a- 
part for a particular mission, this 


solemn transaction was performed 


by certain teachers and prophets.— 


in the 20th ch. of Acts, where the 


Apostle exhorts the elders of Ephe- 
sus to the oversight of their flock, he 
gives this reasor for the necessity of 
vigilance, that after his “departure, 
grievous wolves should enter in a- 
mong them” Which is truly un- 
accountable, unless they held the 
government of the church. ‘There 
are several instances in which spir- 
itual functions were exercised by the 
officers of the church. We are also 
told what the people did, at least in 
regard to the appointment of tempo- 
ral officers—they looked out for the 
candidates. ‘That they ever inter- 
fered further in the government of 
the church, I can see no more evi- 
dence than that they administered 
the Lord’s supper. Some suppose 
that the church at Corinth was con- 
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gregational, from the manner in 
which the Apostle writes to that 
church. It may have been, for 
ought i know. But if it had no el 

ders it was different trom any other 
of «'‘eh we have any account It 


coes 0 appear that 1) e \postle suys 


a:y iiag to them which he migi. 
not have said to one governed by el- 
ders. He gives his judgment thata 
certain wicked persen should be ex 


pelled from their number, and that | 


it should be done in a solemn man 

ner, when “they were gathered to- 
gether,” and that they should not 
keep company with him But were 
there no officers in this churchr | 
apprehend there were many, what 

ever might be their functions. For 
the Apostle speaks of their disor 

der in the exercise of their gifts and 
offices. He enumerates several of 
these, of which one is ‘gov -rnments.’ 
It is evident then that government 
was assigned to a certain class and 
not to the whole. But again, if be 

cause he seems te address the peo- 
ple on the subject of discipline they 
must have held this power, the ar 

guiment will prove too much for con- 
g egationalists. For he also addres- 
ses them warmly on the subject of 
the Lord’s supper, ch. | 1th; without 
speaking of any minister, therefore 
they must have administered the 
Lord’s supper. 

Although | do not discover a trace 
of con. regational government in 
scripture, yet as I do not see any 
other form plainly laid down there, 
UL have no objection to let the ques- 
tion rest on reason and expediency. 
On this ground | presume | shall not 
have a single opponent. There is 
no politician of the present day so 
wild as to be an advocate of pure 
democracy; and especially to have 
ar independent democracy estab 
lished inevery parish. Now, if this 
would be absurd in civil government 
it must be still more so in ecclesias- 
ties! so Lf it is considered safer for 
states to have a large representation 
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|| in making laws, yet their judicature 
| is confined to a very smali number, 
| so that in our free country there is 
| seldom more than three or four judg- 
| es ona bench. Now itis to be re- 
| collected that a judicature is all the 
| government that is exercised in the 

church. Our laws are already made 
| by the great head of the church, and 


right to add to them. And hence, 
when digests or expositions are made 
of those laws, such as our church 
creeds and constitutions, yet no per- 
son is ever considered as bound by 
these until he has acknowledged 
their authority. The business of 
church judicatories is then to apply 
| the law to particular cases. In the 
| exercise of this function two qual- 
ifications are particularly requisite; 
| 
| 


oom 
|| neither elders nor people have any 


skill in the law, and impartiélity. 
Where shall we find these requi- 
sites? in the multitude that compose 
a church, or in a few select and wise 
men? The fact speaks for itself— 
| When elders are chosen they are 
alinost always the most intelligent, 
| pious and exemplary men from a- 
| mong the people. And having been 
|| appointed to this office, they very 
| soon become thoroughly acquainted 
| with its responsible duties.— Such 
| men seldom mingle much with the 
| petty slanders and quarrels which 
‘often produce a ferment amongst 
‘the multitude. As motives to in- 
| tegrity, they have generally their 
| own interest in every respect, their 
| good reputation, and the approbation 

of the higher judicatory, (the Pres- 

bytery) besides their own conscience 
| and the apprebation of the great 
‘head of the church. On the other 
‘hand, in many churches the majori- 
i ty of the members are utterly ignor- 
| ant of the principles of government. 
| They are not at all qualified for any 
public business, nor have they leis- 
|| ure or a disposition to use many 
| efforts to acquire knowledge. per- 
haps indeed the majority of them 
| may be children; and in short, they 
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are such as would never be chosen 
for elders, nor for the determination 
of any common affairs amongst men. 
And what are they called to do? To || 
administer the dread authorities of 
Jehovah, to sit and judge on matters 
of life and death! To decide wheth- 
er a soul is to be delivered over to 
satan & cué off from Chri-t’s church 
on earth—nay, perhaps the subject 
of this d« cision is a minister of Je 

sus Christ! add toa!! this infirmity, 
that when an important case of dis- 
cipline occurs ‘na church, the pas 

sions of the multitude often burst 
forth and flow like a torrent, so that 
the most gross acts of injustice are 
done by a single impulse of the in- 

considerate populace. ‘The reason 
why such excesses do not oftener 
occur, | apprehend, is, that there are 
generally some deac:ns or grave 
men, who, by their influence, deter- 

mine the vote of the church, and 
thus, matters are conducted with a 
degree of judgment. But surely 
this is not fair proceeding, when the 
decision is to be made by the unbi 

assed vote of the majority, yet it 
shows that their mode of govern- 
ment cannot be maintained success- 
fully, and that while they profess to 
adhere to it, they practically adopt 
the Presbyterian. it is sometimes 
the fact, and perhaps always, that 
when the majority of the church take 
independent ground, and dissent 
from the opinions of the old deacons, 
the latter take it as a high offence, 
and become dissatisfied with the 
church. 

Again, if a church sustains so 
great a loss by refusing to avail it- 
self of the knowledge, experience, 
and wisdom of its old, and pious, 
and intelligent members, what must 
it suffer from the want of the govern- 
ment of its pastor? He has spent a 
large portion of his life in preparing 


himeotf to promote the interests of 


the church—he has been called and 
put into the ministry by Jesus Christ. 
He devotes almost his whole time to | 
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the study of the scriptures and the 
application of them to the hearts and 
practices of men. He makes him- 
| self acquainted with the individuals 
'who compose his flock, with their 


| characters and wants. He feels him- 


self in a measure, responsible for the 
souls committed to his charge.— 
He is the only one who is capable 
of instructing all, and directing all 
in spiritual matters. Allare accus- 
tomed to look up to him for instruc- 


‘tion; to look to him as the proper 
_person to draw the line between 


saints and sinners, and to discrimi- 
nate the disciples of Christ. But 


| with all these pre-eminent advanta- 
| fes, 
Heaven is placed ona bench with 
| boys and men who have been his pu- 
| 
the first rudiments of religion, and 
| to their ignorance, caprice and pas- 


this commissioned legate of 
pils, and who have merely learned 


he must abandon the highest 


interests of his flock, with no other 


' power of controlling them than that 


Here 


of casting in his single vote 


| sits the ignorant boy, who is not ac- 
'quainted with a single principle of 
' church government, but has bare- 
ily so much knowledge as to pro- 
‘cure his admission into the church, 
onan equal footing with the old 
| minister of Christ, and gives 
| thoritative voice, whether the candi- 
date shall be introduced into the 


s his au- 


or be denied the henors ana 


Thus 


fold, 


privileges of Christ’s house. 


| the shepherd is turned amongst the 
sheep, and they, as well as he, are 


to keep the entrance of the fold. 


Why sucha mode of church gov- 
ernment should have been invented 
in this late period of the world, has 
seemed to me unaccountable, unless 


| the licence of erring humanity has 
‘led men into this extreme from the 


tyranny of the prelatical churches. 


| And it appears the more remarkable, 


as there is not a trace of such gov- 
ernment in the Jewish church— 
There the people were often the ex- 
ecutioners, and surrounded the cul- 
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prit with stones ; but they were nev 

er the judges. This office was in- 
vested in ruling elders, both at 
Jerusalem and in the several +:yna 

gogues throughout theland. A sim- 
ilar mode of government was evi. 
dently adopted in the Christian 
Church, and of course there was no 
a about its propriety. Inthe 

rst case of discipline mentioned, 

reference was made to the council 
of Apostles and Elders at Jerusalem. 
They “assembled with one accord.” 
They had much disputation on the 
subject, which proves that no extra 

ordinary authority was interposed, 

and that the apostles only used the 
prerogatives of elders. They deci 

ded, and sent their decision to the 
churches concerned, And this de- 
cision was not merely advisory, it 
was authoritative—it is represented 
as a burden, a moderate one indeed, 
but one which they were obliged to 
bear. Perhaps my proposition is 
sufficiently demonstrated by this 
brief discussion. I shall therefore, 
for the present, desist. H. 


~~» @00«-- 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 


Messrs. FE.nirors—Being desirous of ob- 
taining information on the subject of revivals 
of religion, I addressed a letter recently toa 
father in the ministry, whom I knew to have 
had great experience on thissubject. I have 
thought his answer so excellent, that I take the | 





liberty of sending it to you for insertion in the 
Repository. 
JUVENIS. 
Jan. 7, 1823. 
Dear Broruer, 

Your letter came to hand ten 
or twelve days ago, but I have been 
so occupied ‘that 1 have not found 
any time until now to attempt ~ 
answer. You have assigned mea 
great and momentous work—one | 


EEE 








fluences of his Spir't. I think T take 
some interest in the revivals of the 
present period; but I feel as though 
{ was far from possessing a great 
share of the revival spirit, or great 
knowledge in giving rules for the 
management of revivals. There is 
one thing I have sometimes thought 
lay more on my mind, than on the 
minds of many of my brethren, and 
that is, the great danger that revivals 
will be corrupted by satanic delu- 
sions. And for this I account by 


some particular orderings of Prov- 


idence in my own Case. 


Without professing any superi- : 


or skill in revivals, | will attempt, 
in the strength of Christ, to give 
some concise answers to your ques- 
tions. First, you ask me to give 
my views of what can be done to 
promote a revival where. there is 
none, and to promote the progress of 
a revival when it is begun. There 
is one thing which almost always 
takes the lead in revivals of reli- 
gion, and that is, the waking up of 
Zion’s watchmen. ‘This led the way 
in that remarkable season of the 
out pouring of the Spirit, which be- 
gan soon after the ascension of 
Christ. The watchmen awoke and 
kept awake for a long time. We 
can hardly expect that the Lord 
will make use of watchmen to wake 
up the city who are themselves 
asleep. But mere wakefulness in 
the ministers of Christ is not enough, 
—they must be humble; they must 
feel that the excellency of the pow- 
er is of God. There is a certain 
strain of preaching which has been 
distinguished by being called revival 
preaching. Itis nota new gospel, 
but it is the old gospel preached 
more directly to the conscience and 
| heart. It goes from the heart. The 
ae exchanges the place of a 


which 1 feel but poorly qualified to | lecturer on theology, for the place 


perform. It is true that I have been 
preaching the gospel almost thirty 
years, and have been allowed to la- 
bor repeatedly in places where God 
has been present by the special in- 


of an ambassador of Christ; to be- 
seech men to be reconciled to God. 

If a revival be understood to mean 
a lively state of religion, in the 
church itself, then it is promoted ve- 
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Mio perpetuate it. 
@watchmen must keep awake, and 
Bkeep in the dust; the whole body 
Bot believers must keep near the 
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ry much by the exertions of those || dependent on God as at first; and 


‘individual members who are first 


© aroused, or who, perhaps, have ne- 


ver slumbered like their brethren. 
These will not only pray for their 
more drowsy brethren, but they 
will use means to excite them to 
greater activity. They will, per- 
haps, discover some cases of dis- 
orderly walking which need the at- 
tention of the church. If a church 
would have the Lord come among 
them, they must prepare the way of 
the Lord. Whenevery brother and 
sister can be so far aroused to atten- 
tion, as to go into a thorough self- 


® examination, as to heart and life, it 


is a strong indication that the com 
ing of the Lord to that people draw- 
eth nigh. 

If a revival be understood to in- 


clude in it the awakened attention 


of the impenitent, together with 


Mtheir conversion tu God, it is no 


doubt God’s usual way to introduce 
it by the prayers and benevolent ex- 
ertions of those who were before in 
Christ. ‘Assoon as Zion travailed, | 
she brought forth her children ” 
This is a powerful argument to ex- 
cite the prayers and labors of those 
who desire to see God glorified, in 
the conversion of sinners. 


The same things, in general, 
which are calculated to cause a re- 
vival to take place, are calculated 
The spiritual 


throne of grace. They must not 
forget to pray for their ministers— 
they must pray much one for an- 


other:—=they must pray for sinners 


of every class. There is danger 


| that a church, with their minister. 
Will grieve away the Spirit of God 


by feeling proud of the revival; also, 
by a self-sufficient frame of mind. 


When the revival begins, it is com- 
monly when their power is gone. 
mAtier a while they are in danger of | 
Heeling that they are not as entirely | the Bible, to pray in their closets, 








that they can carry on the work 
without such immediate and con- 
stant help from God. Nothing 
needs to be more carefully guarded 
against than a spirit of self suffi- 
ciency. There is, also danger that 
we shall grow tired of a revival, 
and say the harvest is passed, when 
there is all possible encouragement 
still to thrust in the sickle. In the 
literal harvest it can be known when 
itis over, and it is proper for the 
laborers to put away their sickles 
until another harvest; but it is not 
so with a spiritual harvest. It is 
our duty to continue in the field un- 
til we die. 


In attempting to answer one of 
your inquiries, I shall probably an- 
ticipate another. You ask, what 
should be preached to the church, 
and what to sinners? I have already 
said, there must be revival preach- 
ing. The church must be shown 
what God expects of them,—and 
how nearly connected with their do- 
ing duty, is the salvation of their 
impenitent children and neighbors. 


The truth is to be preached to sin- 


ners, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth. Sinners are, no doubt, 
awakened by that preaching which 
makes the clearest exhibitions of the 
holy character of God,—the per- 
fection of his law,—the entire sin- 
fulness of the natural heart,—the 
absolute necessity of a radical 
change, &c. 

You ask,-what directions should 
be given to awakened sinners? 
I view this as an inquiry of great 
importance. And we ought to be 
thankful that it isa question which 
is answered with precision by 
inspired writers. They directed 
awakened sinners to repent, and to 
believe inthe Lord Jesus Christ. 
Inspired men tell us that sinners 
must be called upon to be reconciled 
to God. 1 have no difficulty in di- 
recting awakened sinners to read 
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to attend religious meetings, &c.: || od to prevent him from geiting a 


but I feel it to be my duty to let 


false hope that evening. 


them know that there is one law to I have introduced this case to il- 4 
them, and such as are born of God; |! lustrate my views of the duty of the Mr, 
and that both are required to do |) ministers of the gospel, asit respects Hh 
the same things, and with the same || their preaching and _ conversing Mi s 
temper of heart. It is clear to me |/in a time of religious awakening. 9% a 
that the awakened sinner ought to || {¢ is their duty to declare all the MM x 
be shown with all possible plainness, || counsel of God. e 
that while he remains in an unpen- If the object of a minister, in alm r 
itent state, he is no better, but worse; | time of awakening is to see how I p 
that he does nothing to which God many he can get to entertain a hope # e 
has made a promise of favor. for themselves, so that he can place 9 li 

Inviting sermons, in which the || their names among the converts, it §% t 
kind calls of the Savior are repeat- || may be best for him to preach no- S 
ed, enlarged upon, and urged in the | thing but terror and invitution; but @ tl 
most affectionate manner, are in ac- || if his object is to turn men from Sa- i s 
cordance with the word of God; | tan to God, and prepare them for a @ p 
and [I believe they are useful in a || holy heaven, he will do well to bring 3 o 
time of religious excitement. But, || the whole truth into view, without a 
if all sermons were of this class, I || maiming or disguising it. Espe- a 
think there would be great danger |} cially will it be important, that those 9 y 
of false conversions. While the || parts of the system of truth, which 9 c 
Savior was preaching in this strain, || have the most direct tendency to @ a 
the inhabitants of Nazareth were || discover the enmity of the heart @ in 
much affected and apparently de- |} aganist God, should not be kept @ t 
lighted. But before he finished his |} back. tl 
discourse, he introduced the sub- You wish’ to know what, in my @ d 


view, has a tendency to render a @ h 
| revival spurious. What I have al- @ t 
—? suggested, viz. the making th 
but a very partial exhibition of gos- @ t 


ject of sovereign, distinguishing | 

race, which produced a very dif- | 
Socens effect on his audience. See 
Luke 4. i6—30. I knew an innrt 





kened youth, who, while hearing two || pel truth, is, in my opinion, one of @ a 
very inviting sermons on a cer- || the causes of aspurious work. It is @ b 
tain Sabbath, thought he needed but || not as bad and dangerous as substi- J 
a little more such preaching to ef || tuting error for truth; but it is akin  e 
fect his conversion. On the even- || to it. One thing which has a ten- @ g 
ing of the same day, he went to hear || dency to make a religious excite- 9 a 
the same man preach a third ser || ment evaporate in smoak, is what @ f. 
mon, with a raised expectation that || I have sometimes termed a mechan- @ h 
this sermon, in addition to the other || ical method of converting sinners. @ 
two, would be enough to allure him || For example, I tell a sinner, who e 
to Christ: but in this he was great- || wishes to know how he can geta Hr 
ly disappointed, since the evening || new heart, that if he will goto such @ b 
sermon, by throwing into his mind || a place, to such a meeting, or to @ t! 
the doctrine of sovereign, distin- || such a place of retirement, or put @ ! 
guishing grace, dispelled all the || his body in such a particular pos- % 4 
good feelings which he had under || ture, or any a like this, that §% ™ 
the other sermons, and made his |} then he will no doubt find relief. 2 
conversion appear to be at a greater || We have, undoubtedly, a full war- @ 
distance than ever before. [I have |} rant to tell any inquiring sinner, J VY 
heard him repeatedly speak of the || that if he will humble himself be- @ 2 

c 


goodness of God in taking this meth- 


| fore God, he will be lifted up; but 
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| self deception. 


when we undertake to make an in- 
variable connection between any 
thing a sinner does, in an unregene- 
rate state, and his obtaining a new 
heart, we greatly expose him to 
Such conversions 
are, in an appropriate sense, the 
work of man. Another thing which 
is very injurious to the purity of a 
revival, is, flattering those who ex- 
press a hope, or who profess to have 
enjoyment. Some professors of re- 
ligion are very injudicious in the 
treatment of such persons. They 
seem to take it for granted, that if 
they have obtained relief, they have 
surely obtained grace. Such ap- 
pear to have forgotten all that part 
of God’s word which warns us 
against the wiles of the devil, and 
against the hypocrite’s hope. The 
young convert, i.e. the one who has 
comfort, ought to be assisted to ex 

amine himself, and try all his feel- 
ings by the standard of revealed 
truth. He ought to be made to see 
that religious joy is no decided evi- 
dence of conversion. He ought to 
have been instructed before this, and 
to have the same inculcated again at 
this time, that there is a radical dis 

tinction between holiness and sin; 
and that all those joys and comforta- 
ble feelings which can be traced up to 
self-love, as their source, can be no 
evidence of a saving change. Reli- 


| gious awakenings have often been 


a curse instead of a blessing, when 
fabricated evidences of conversion 
have been substituted in the room 
of those which are scriptural. For 
example, when imaginary discove- 
ries of Christ have been thought to 
be that seeing of Christ, to which 
there is the promise of eternal life. 
There is a great variety in these im 

aginary evidences; and though they 
may not be as much confided in 
now as in some former periods of 
the church, yet, I believe, they do 
very much, even now, to ruin souls, 
and bring religious awakenings int 
contempt. 

VOL. Il. 
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You wish my opinion about anx- 
ious meetings. I have not been 
greatly acquainted with anxious 
meetings Iam inclined te think 
favorably of them, if they are right- 
ly managed. ‘These meetings give 
an opportunity to the minister to 
see this interesting class of hear- 
ers with muci: less trouble than it 
would be to visit them at their homes. 
Mr. Nettleton, or some other man 
who is more acquainted with anx- 
ious meetings than | am, could give 
you better advice concerning the 
management of them. 


You wish to know what I think 
of the practice of calling on profes- 
sors to rise in public meetings to 
make promises; and the same prac- 
tice in relation to sinners. If I 
were to write on the subject of re- 
vivals, 1 think L should not under- 
take to give rules concerning these 
matters. I have read of revivals 
where such things were done, and, 
as [ thought. togreatadvantage. But 
it is perhaps best in such a thing as 
this to leave every minister to his 
own discretion, and to the state of 
things among his people. Such a 
practice may perhaps be sanctioried 
by what Moses said on the occasion 
of Israel’s worshipping the calf: 
‘‘Who is on the Lord’s side? let him 
come unto me.” Kssential things 
must be made essential, and other 
things must be spoken of as more or 
less useful, according to their im- 
portance. 

Yours, W. S. 





For the Utica Christian Repository. 


ON THE PREVALENCE OF SOCINIANISM. 


The introduction and spread of 
Socinianism in a portion of New 
England, is a fact that can no lon- 
ger be concealed. And it is a fact 
that ought to be known in every part 
of the American church. It ought 
to be known, because itis ground of 
alarm. It ought to be known, that 

3 
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efficient measures may be adopted 
to prevent its further progress. | 


‘regard Socinianism as nothing but 


Deism in disguise. It assumes the 
name of christianity only fora mask. 
It professes to receive the bible in 
the gross, while it rejects the whole 
in detail. Tt retains a portion of the 
form of godliness, while it. denies 
the whole of its power. Such are 
my views of it; and they are not 
peculiar tome. Open and avowed 
infidels have had the same. They 
have seen that the difference be 
tween them and Socinians was 
merely in name; and they Rave been 
easily persuaded to exchange a 
name that was unpopular for one 
in better repute. 

The spread of Socinianism in 
New England has often been mat 
ter of surprize. The first settlers 
of that country were men of ardent 
piety and orthodox sentiments. 
‘They fled from persecution in their 
native land, to enjoy liberty of con- 
science ina land of strangers. In 
the haunts of wild beasts and sav- 
ave men they sought an asylum from 
ecclesiastical tyranny and oppres- 
sion. They encountered the dan- 
gers of the sea—they suffered cold, 
ant famine, and sickness—they ex- 
posed themselves to the horrors of 
Indian warfare—that. they might 
secure for themselves and their chil- 
dren the. privileges of the gospel. 
They formed settlements, they 

lanted churches. they founded col- 
Soils. Their great object in all 


was to establish and perpetuate the | 


pure gospel of*Christ. And when 
they were removed from their toils 
on earth to enjoy their heavenly 
crown, they left to their descend- 
ants a fair inheritance, consecrated 
by their tears and blood 

But, “how is the gold become 
dim, and the most fine gold chang- 
ed!”? Scarcely two centuries have 


elapsed, and a mighty revolution 
has taken place. ; 
institutions which were formed for 


Manv of those | 


the defence of the gospel, are now 
perverted to its destruction. In 
many of the churches planted by 
our pilgrim forefathers, not a yes- 
| tige of their spirit. is to be found. 
They have the name of churches 
still, but the name is all that re- 
mains. That elevation of christian 
| character, that self-denial, that pu- 
| rity of discipline, that zeal for the 
| doctrines of the gospel, that con- 
'scientious discharge of christian 
|duty, which were the glory of our 
ancestors, have totally disappeared. 

Many reasons have been assign- 
ed for this change; but the true one, 
I think, has not heen sufficiently 
considered. Several causes may 
have contributed to procuce this 
result; but the principal one has es- 
caped the attention of most inqui- 
irers 

I have heard it said, that. Socini- 
anism has spread in New England, 
| In consequence of a speculative and 
| metaphysical manner of preaching. 
/On what this opinion is founded, I 
have not been able to learn. My 
knowledge that this was asserted 
has led me to make some inquiries. 
| 





| 





‘I have endeavored to discover what 
| kind of preaching it was, that was 
designated by this name, Dy those 
'who made the assertion. I have 
‘inquired what men were most dis- 
tinguished for this kind of preach- 
ing; what has been their standing 
‘and influence; where they have 
principally labored; and what is 
the present state of their congrega- 
| tions. The result of my enquiries 
jis, that the spread of Socinianism 
is not to be ascribed at all to their 
‘iufluence. ‘These men have not 
embraced Socinianism themselves. 
Those places where Socinianism 
most prevails, have not been the 
_ scene of their labors. Their own 
'congregations have suffered least 
| from its inroads. Those inclined 
| to Socinianism hold these men and 
| their works in the greatest abhor- 


‘ireuce. These are the facts which 
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my inquiries have disclosed. And || 
wih these facts before me, I have 
been led to conclude, that the spread }} 
of Socinianism is not to be ascri- 
bed in any degree to the influence 
of these men; but, on the contrary, 
that the influence of these men has 
been a principal reason why it has 
not had a still wider spread. 
Another reason I have heard as- 
signed for the spread of Socinian- 
ism, is the disconnected state of the 
churches. In Massachusetts, where 
it has most prevailed, the churches |; 
are independent. But in Connect- 
icut, where the churches are united 
in consociations, it has never been 
able to gain ground. This reason 
appears to have more weight than 
the other. The disconnected state 
of the churches no doubt facilitates | 
the progress of the enemy. If a/ 


church is independent, and their |} 
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represented as a mere man, a fal- 
lible, peccable man, and the wor- 
ship of him is denounced as idola- 
try. In those places where once 
the Holy Ghost was supplicated to 
change the hearts of sinners, it is 
now represented that there is no 
Holy Ghost, and sinners need no 
change of heart. In the same pla- 
ces where salvation was once pro- 
claimed for lost sinners, through the 
blood of atonement, it is-now rep- 
resented that men are by nature 
good, and need no atonement for 
their sins but such as themselves 
can make. 

Those who began this change, 
would have shrunk with horror from 
sucha result. They meant no harm. 
They began to think that their fa- 
thers had been too rigid in their 
views, and’ that a more liberal poli- 
cy ought to be pursued. They 


minister is amenable to none but || thought the doctrinal views of their 


themselves, he can preach what he 

leases, provided his people are sat- 
isfied, and there is none to call him 
to account. But this reason alone 
is insufficient. In Scotland the 
churches are closely connected in 
presbyteries; but this has not pre- 
vented the spread of Socinianism 
there. The great cause must lie 
deeper. If the church is independ- 
ent, a corrupt minister cannot be 
imposed upon it, or continued in it, 
without its consent. - The churches 
themselves have become corrupt. 
How has this taken place? 

This leads me to state what I 
suppose to be the principal reason | 
of the spread of Socinianism. The | 
churches themselves became cor- 
rupt. But the change was not ef- 
fected ina moment. Its progress 
was slow and gradual. They once 
had orthodox creeds, orthodox min- | 
isters, and orthodox members. Now 
they have not. In those places | 
where once was offered the incense | 
of prayer and praise to the Lord | 
Jesus, as God equal with the Fa- 
ther, the same Lord Jesus is now 


fathers were right in the main, but 
began to suspect they had strained 
some points a little too far. They 
thought their fathers had been too 
strict in the admission of members, 
and- that the doors of the: church 
ought to be opened a little wider. 
They knew many, for whom they 
could not but entertain a charitable 
hope as christians, although they 
did not exactly agree with them in 
all things. In-the ardor of their 
kind feelings, they could not ‘bear 
to refuse the privileges of the church 
to these, but longed to take them to 
thetr bosoms. By degrees numbers 
got into the church who did not cor- 
dially assent to their orthodox 
creeds, and these were reformed or 
disregarded. ‘The tone of doctrin- 
al preaching and family instruction 
was softened down to suit the spirit 
of the times. The public mind 
would not bear the same strain of 
preaching as in days of yore. The 
doctrines of the bible were thought 
to have little or no connection with 
the religion of the heart; and the 
preaching of practical duties was 
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thought to be all that was necessary. 
When their orthodox ministers di- 
ed, they looked out for a successor 
whose views were as liberal as their 
own. I say, when their orthodox 
ministers died—for they had not 
learnt the modern art of expelling 
a minister from their pulpit, for hon. 
estly preaching what he believed, 
and what they all professed to be 
lieve. Thus, the progress of error 
was slow; but it was not the less 
sure. The preaching of every suc- 
cessive minister was a step farther 
from the standard of their ances- 
tors; and every succeeding genera 
tion knew less of the truths of the 
gospel. The high Calvinism of the 
pilgrims soon gave place to that 
strange mixture of truth and error 
denominated moderate Calvinism. 
This sunk down by degrees into a 
compound of Antinomianism and 
Arminianism. From this the step 
was short and easy into Arianism, 
aid last of all into Socinianism. 
Men of the three last grades have 
acted together for years, under the 
denomination of the Liberal Party. 
More recently, those of the twe last 
grades have assumed the name of 
Unitarians. Perhaps few of the 
churches originally planted by the 
pilgrims have become open and 
avowed Socinians. Many are yet 
in different stages of their pears. 
Some have remained firm and un 
shaken. 

A Son of the Pilgrims. 

(To be concluded.) 


I 


From the Religious Intelligencer. 
INFIDeLITY IN CHRISTIANS. 


“ Except Ishall see in his hands the 
print of the nails, &c. 1 will not 
believe.” 

In this land of gospel light where re- 
ligion is thought honourable, there are 
many who neither believe the Bible 
to be the word of God, nor obey its 
precepts, who would nodoubt be high- 
ly offended if you were to call them 
infidels. Iam well acquainted with a 
man who was brought to see his lost 


0 Infidelity in Christians. 


condition as a sinner, and toa knowl- 
edge of the truth, by hearing that a 
christian friend had said in public that 
he was an infidel. At first his pride 
was much wounded and he was quite 
angry with the man; but it brought 
him to examine the subject, and he 
found that the observation was too 
true. For in his heart he acknowledg- 
ed afterwards that he did not believe 
the truths of the Bible to which he had 
always assented. 

Ihave no doubt that there are ma- 
ny such infidels. And iflam allowed 
to judge others by myself. I believe 
there are many professing christians 
who as it respects some of the plainest 
and most important precepts and com- 
mands in the Bible, are infidels at 
heart and in practice. 

Although I profess to believe in the 
promises of God, yet I have so much 
infidelity mixed with a little faith, that 
unless I have some visible tokens of 
their fulfilment, I soon get discoura- 
ged, and like Peter I begin to doubt ; 
and if lam enabled by faith to lay hold 
of some kind promise that keeps me 
from sinking into utter despair, 1 usu- 
ally sink into a state of inactivity and 
darkness of mind. 


There are some things however 
which have come within my own ex- 
perience of jate, respecting Revivals of 
Religion anid missions to the heathen, 
which have tended not a little to re- 
move my doubts and strengthen my 
faith. Hoping that my experience 
may be useful to others who are taint- 
ed with infidelity, I will with your per- 
mission relate some of them. 


I wish to be distinctly understood, 
that I have not come to the knowledge 
of what [ am about to relate, by faith 
or by the experience of others, for 
uothing but matter of fact will vatisfy 
me. I had heard and read eonsidera- 
ble about revivals of religion; but hav- 
ing never witnessed on:, I concluded 
that they were made up principally of 
sympathy, enthusiasm, and exaggeration. 
I could not however deny, that great 
‘mprovement in morals had been 
wrought in several places and on sev- 
eral individuals, within my own kno: i- 
edge, by these revivals. And I dare 
not disbelieve the account given m the 
Bible of the great revival on the day 
of Pentecost, when many were pricked 
in the heart, and about three thousand 
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souls were converted unto the Lord in 
one day. But this my infidelity sug- 
gested, was a great while ago, in the 
days of miracles, and we now live un- 
der a new dispensation. Some of my 
christian frends who had less infideli- 
ty than myself, contended that the 

romises of God extended even unto 
us, and that he was as willing to pour 
out his Spirit now as he was then.— 
That he was wailing to be gracious, 
that he was more wiiling to give his 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him, than 
earthly parents are to give good gifts 
totheir children. This was a power- 
tul appeal to my heart, and at times! 
felt considerably encouraged. But 
when I learnt that as acondition, the 
great and sovereign God, who had the 
hearts of all mew io his hands, who 
knew all our wants and whose power 
alone could convert the sou}, would be 
sought unto by the “house of Isravl 
to do it for them,’’ I segan to doub 
and think that we did not rightly un- 
derstand the subject—I could not see 
how the prayers of such a sinner as I 
was, or the prayers of any number oi 
such sinners united, could avail any 
thing with him who knew all our wants 
and who knew what polluted, depen- 
dent, helpless, unbelieving creatures 
we were ourselves, and how often we 
had provoked him to anger—with 
these reflections I continued inactive 
and faithless. 

Some christian friends, however, 
with whom I associated, were not sat 
isfied with this kind of reasoning. One 
said that God had regarded the prayers 
of men subject to like passions as we 
are; and that the rain had been with- 
held and given in answer to prayer; 
and that God had even hearkened unto 
the voice of a man and eaused the sui 
and moon to stand still. He said as 
an encouragement to prayer, that al- 
though God had promised to Elijah he 
would send rain, yet he found it neces- 
sary tO pray—and pray again seven 
times, and continued in prayer till the 
cloud arose. 

_ But notwithstanding all this reason- 
ing, an awful stupidity prevailed, until 
Some Christians began to be alarmed ai 
their own infidelity. Atlength some 
who had a little faith said one day 
with a degree of earnestness that I had 
hever witnessed before—Come, let us 
$0 before the Lord and pray tor a re 

vival of religion.—And when we began 
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to pray, my infidelity vanished, even 
betore I saw the little cloud like a 
man’s hand; for he gave us ar ear- 
nest in our own hearts while we were 
praying that he would answer our re- 
quests by pouring out his Spirit. And 
he actually did send his Holy Spirit, 
not only into the hearts of his children 
but upon hundreds of thoughtless sin- 
ners around us. And hundreds whom 
{ hadsees year after year living secure 
in sin, were actually awakened, and I 
velieve converted unto God. This I 
believe for mine eyes have see it—and 
mine own ears have often heard those 
who were stout-hearted and far from 
righteousness, ask with a trembling 
voice and stifled groans, what must I 
do to be saved ? anal have seen with 
my own eyes these same distressed, 
converted sinners, whose countenance 
was the picture of despair, soou after 
rejoicing inthe hope of the gospel.— 
For the same Holy Spirit, who had 
convinced them of sin had now reveal- 
ed himself to them as that blessed 
Comivorter which was promised. And 
whi.e tears of joy ran-down their 
cheeks, with looks that indicated more 
than words can express that the king- 
dom of heaven was begun in their 
hearts, I have heard them declare 
that they never knew such happiness 
before, and multitudes who had here- 
totore lived secure in sin,without hope 
and without God in the world, have 
proved that there is a reality in this 
change, by professing their faith in 
Christ, and living ever since, lives of 
godliness and sobriety 

ThesethingsI now selieve, for I have 
seen them, and on the subject of revi- 
vals of religion | am no longer an infi- 
del. And I as firmly believe that 
these blessings were given from heaven 
in snswer to prayer, asI believe that 
‘ny parents ever gave me a piece of 
bread or any good thing because I as- 
ked them for it. But perhaps those 
who have never been concerned in a 
revival of religion, and have so much 
infidelity thatthey will not pray forone, 
will never believe this statement, 
though a man declared it unto them. 

I have some facts onthe subject of 
missions to the heathen which I intended 
to state. But my infidelity whispers, 
don’t trouble vourself to write them 
until you see whether they will print 
this or not. 

THOMAS. 
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MASSACHUSETTS PEACE SOCIETY. 
Extracts from the seventh annual Report 
of the Massachusetts Peace Society. 

Wuite reflecting on the duty of 
forming their Seventh Annual Re- 
port, the Executive Committee have 
perceived much cause for acknowl. 
edging the agency of God in what has 
been done. ‘The march of Peace 
Societies is not accompanied with 
the roar of the Tornado, the Earth. 
quake,or the Artillery of belligerent 


armies. ‘They proceed with the 
« still small voice” of love and 
peace. But God is in that voice, 


giving effect to benevolent enterpri- 
ses. He gradually removes the ob- 
stacles which at first impeded their 
progress. He dispels delusions, 
corrects misapprehensions, and di- 
minishes the power of prejudice.— 
Besides, he has implanted in the 
hearts of all good people a disposi- 
tion which renders them accessible 
to the voice of peace, and which 
prepares them to regard with horror 
the injustice and barbarity of war, 
when fairly presented to their minds. 
Wherever the Peace Tracts are cir- 
culated, good people are found to 
admit the importance of the princi- 
ples, however doubtful they may be 
of their success. ‘To the extent, 
therefore, that good people exist in 
the various countries of the world, 
God has done something preparato- 
ry to the general diffusion of the 
principles of peace. 

As the successes of Peace Socie- 
ties consist in overcoming evil with 
good, their Reports will have little 
resemblance to the bulletins of a 
hostile army. They wiil contain no 
boastings of thousands slain or woun- 
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ded in “a glorious battle ;”’- nor of 


the ravaging and desolation of pro- 


vinces—the storming of castles, or 
the sacking and conflagration of 


towns or cities. 
Peace Societies are of adifferent na 


The victories of 


ture; and their Reports must be 
expected to contain an exhibition of 


pacific means and results. 


At the expense of this Society and 
its auxilaries there have been distri. 
buted in the last year— 

Of the Numbers of the Friend of 
Peace, - - - 0620 

Of smaller Tracts, - - 722% 
In the same year there have been 
sold— 


Of the Friend of Peace, - 3068 


Ofother Tracts, - - - 229 





In all 17,143 


In the gratuitous distributions.be- 
sides, the many copies which have 
been circulated in the U.S. some 
have been sent to each of the British 


provinces in America—-some to} 


France, Holland and Russia on the 
continent of Europe—to Calcutta, 
Ceylon and Serampore in Asia—to 
New Holland, Otaheite and __ the 
Sandwich islands,—and 
South America. A greater number 
have been sent to Great Britain than 
to any other foreign country; but 
these have chiefly been in exchange 
for the Herald of Peace. Including 


these, there have been sent to for- | 


eign states 771 copies of the Friend 
of Peace, and nearly the same num: 
ber of other Tracts. 

Among the pleasing occurrence: 
of the last year it may be proper to 
mention, as an example worthy 0 
imitation, the Legacy of 500 dollar 
to the Rhode Island Peace Society, 
by the late Opapian Brown of the 
Society of Friends. May it not be 
truly said that never was a legacy 
bequeathed for a more laudable ob 
ject than peace among men? “ The 
night is far spent, and the day is af 
hand;”? when the Giver of 500 dol: 
lars to “save men’s lives,” wil 
command more respect, than th 
Destroyer of millions of his brethret 
in war. 

In Pennsylvania,subscribers hav 
been obtained for forming two dis 
tinct Peace Societies. 

Peculiar circumstances have, tht 
last year, prevented the meeting 0 
the Society in New York, and i 


some tom 
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so of the Society in Maine ; but the 
Societies in Khode Island and Ohio 







of Rave oublished Reports which e- 
a0 yinee zeal, activity and success. 
26 The progress of the Society in 
Great Britain for promoting perma- 
nent and universal Peace is truly 
68 animating. Their Report for 1822 
Mas not. been received; but their 
—Brifth Report contains facts worthy 
430M of orateful notice. They had then 
be- 8300 new subscribers and two new 
wel Auxiliary Societies. They had 
me printed 219,259 Tracts: and their 
ish @¥sales and distributions in the prece- 
toding year had amounted to 22,000 
the copies. ‘Two Tracts and one report 
tta,MBhad then been translated into Span 
—toM@ish: and since that time six Tracts 


have been translated into French. 
sTheir subscriptions and donations 
in one year had amounted to nearly 
1800 dollars—a much larger sum 
than has ever been received in one 


han 


ngew@ year by our Society. Yet how small 
lingwwas this sum when compared with 
for-@what the same subscribers anid do 
endijnors have had to pay annually ip 
UM-support of the military system — 
There is scarcely any thing which 

ices the people of a warring nation eat, 
r tor drink, or wear, for which they do 
y OMnot. in one form or another, pay 
Lar something of “the price of blood !” 
etyg With great pleasure the Commit- 
theltee observe that a correspondence 
t be has recently been opened with the 
rac Society of Christian Morals.” in 
» obM France, by a letter from Baron 
The Turckheim, one of its Vice Presi- 
is i idents—which letter has been an- 
dolf#swered. The Suciety in France 
will has been sanctioned by the govern- 
thfiment. One of its avowed objects is 
hreg@the promotion of peace. From a 
Society thus sanctioned, embracing 

hav@ mer of high rank, renowned for tal 
)difjents, integrity and benevolence, 
imuch good may be expected. A 
>, the Duke of the kingdom is President of 
ng "WH the Society, and several of the No- 
d leRi bility are among ‘its officers and 


members. A few men near a throne, 
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who are imbued with pacific senti- 
ments, may cause a great change in 
the policy of a nation, celebrated for 
its exploits in war. 

Nothing can be more clear to a 
mind .duly enlighfened than these 
truths—-that love to God and man 
is the sum of all ‘the requirements 
of the gospel ; and that its prohibi- 
tions extend to all acts, passions 
and desires, inconsistent with that 
love which worketh no ill to his 
neighbor. Yet when we consider 
the necessary ignorance: of mankind 
prior to the art of printing, and the 
natural prepossessions of men in ev- 
ery age, in favor of the opinions and 
customs which they received by ed- 
ucation, we may rationally account 
for two facts which would otherwise 
appear wonderful :— | 

First. ‘That wherever the gospel 
has been propagated, some popular 
opinions and customs, opposed to the 
spirit of the christian precepts, have 
been retained, at least for a consid- 
erable time,—-and the ingenuity of 
christian teachers has been exerted 
to accommodate the gospel to these 
pernicious errors.—Though Chris- 
tians had suffered much from the 
practice of persecution under pagan 
governments ; yet when they had 
become numerous and armed with 
power, they persuaded themselves 
that it was consistent with the law 
of love to take the lives of those who 
dissented from the majority. Hence 
hundreds of thousands of professed 
Christians perished by the hands of 
each other ; while the perpetrators of 
these deeds fancied that they were 
doing a service for religion, and pur- 
ging the church fromerror! In the 
sane way we are to account for 
their adopting the pagan practice 
and for the attempts to reconcile 
the gospel precepts of love, forbear- 
ance, and forgiveness, with the re- 
vengeful laws and usages of war. 

The other fact referred to is this, 
that men who have been foremost in 
exposing any popular errors, or any 
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cruel custom, have, for a tine, been 
regarded as wild enthusiasts, oren 

emies to public good, or as men be- 
side themselves. It was so with 
our Saviour and his Apostles ;— 
with those who first appeared in op- 
position to the practice of burning 
men for their religious opinions ;— 
with the leaders in the enterprise 
for the abolition of the Slave trade. 
Indeed it is less than 130 years since 
it was perilous even in Massachu- 
setts, for a person to utter a word a- 
gainst the then popular practice of 
hanging men and women for the im- 
aginary crime of witchcraft. Shall it 
then be deemed wonderful, if respec- 
table men are now to be found in 
every country, who are shocked at 
the exertions of abolishing the prac 


| same traflic was deemed laudable 
commerce, both in Europe and in 
America! What then, at the close 
of this century, will our children or 
our childrens’ children think © of 
public war,as a Tribunal for set- 
tling differences between Christian 
rulers or civilized nations! A Tribu- 
nal whose decisions are not even ex- 
pected to be governed either by rea- 
son or justice, but by brute force, or 
skill and success in doing mischief ! 
—A Tribunal, in fact, which tram- 
ples under foot the laws of Jehovah 
—which combines and multiplies in- 


defini‘ely the injustice, the folly, the § 


Slave trade—the witchcraft laws, 
and the most bloody persecutions ! 
Nay, a Trbunal, which sanctions & 


elie and. the horrors of the 


tice of war, which has so long been || applauds precisely such deeds as 

regarded as the h ghway to glory ? || those for which pirates are hanged 
Peace Societies have abundant || in tme of peace! 

causes of thankfulness to the Great | Perhaps ‘uture generations of men 


Disposer of events, that their lot has 
been cast in an age so favorable to 
the progress of truth and the prin- 
ciples of peace ; that tneir exertions 
commenced at a period when the 
nations of Christendom had been 
wearied and exhausted by the bur 
dens and ravages of wa1,—and_ that 
so many men of distinguished rank, 
talents and influence, were prepared 
to approve the object of such associ 
ations. 

The success of former exertions 
to change public opinion, and to a- 
bolish barbarous laws and customs 
should stimulate the friends of peace 
to rise superior to all intimidation 
from the obstacles they may be called 
to encounter. What would now be 
thought in Massachusetts, of hang- 
ing Quakers or banishing Baptists, 
for their religious opinions ! With 
what horror would our legislature 
regard a proposition to revive the 
ancient laws relating to witchcraft ! 
What indeed is at present thought 
of the traffic in slaves! It is now 
piracy by the laws of the land. Yet 
it is not half a century since this 





will find nothing in the history of 
| their ancestors more astonishing to 
‘them than these facts—that so late 
as the 19th century, the exertions 
of Peace Societies were found ne- 
cessary to abolish the most horrible 
of all ‘Tribunals ; and that after 
| their object had been fairly stated 
| to the public, there were many bear- 
ing the name of Christians, who re- 
gard the enterprise as either inexpe- 
dient, or hopeless, or as having com- 
-menced too early by a hundred 
| years ! 
| In the dark ages, when men were 
‘so proudly ignorant as to imagine 
| that the Duel, or Judicial Combat, 
| Was a wise and safi appeal to Heav- 
en for the decision of a controversy, 
|| and that the result was always in fa- 
vor of the innocent; there was some 
excuse for duelling and war. But 
| since the progress of light has abol- 
ished the sentiments on which such 
| sanguinary appeals were founded, 
|| what reasonable apology can be 
| made for continuing tribunals which 
'are known to have originated in the 
| grossest barbarism, and to have ne 


| 
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respect to justice in their results P 

In concluding this Report it may 
be proper to notice the events of 
Providence, by which we are annu- 
ally reminded, that though the So- 
ciety may be destined to live and 
prosper, yet its members must suc- 
cessively be numbered with the 
dead. Within the last year, no less 
than nine have been removed—we 
hope to a state exempt from war 
and the love of martial glory. Of 
this nnmber, one was a highly re- 
spected Professor of Harvard Uni- 
versity; one a Life Subscriber, 
known to many by deeds of benev- 
olence ; one an exemplary and emi- 
nent Physician of this city ; and one, 
the venerable Minister of the gospel 
who had the fortitude to be the first 
subscriber to our Constitution. The 
others were all gentlemen who had 
occupied respectable situations in 
society. It would be well, if in 
view of these events, the surviving 
members should severally adopt the 
language of their Lord—*< I must do 
the works of him that sent me, while 
it is day ; night cometh when no man 
can work.” [ Friend of Peace. | 


Extract from the Speech of the Duke de 
la Rochefoucauld Liancourt, to the 
Society of Christian Morals. 

GENTLEMEN,—Some good men, 
impressed with the evident truth, 
that the most admirable code of re- 
lizious precepts, of justice, of reason 
and of social order, is to be found in 
the system of Christian morals, have 
formed themselves into a Society 
for the dissemination of these exal- 
ted principles, to carry them into 
effect, and to extend them to all the 
social relations of life. 

Witnesses of the dissensions which 
agitate the world, they have consid- 
ered it as a duty of the Friends of 
Peace to unite their efforts for resto- 
ring harmony among men by the dif- 


§ fusion of light and knowledge. And 


from what source more certain and 

infaliible could they derive it, than 

from that heavedly morality which 
VOL. Il. 
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alone, of things divine and haman, 
has never produced animosity or 
contention, which is approved, ve- 
nerated, and loved by varying na- 
tions, which is founded on our most 
pressing necessities, and which 
may be called the perfection of 
reason; from that morality, attrac- 
tive by its simplicity, sweet and 
consoling in its principles, which 
counsels and enjoins men to love 
one another, to help and succor 
each other, and which places among 
our most imperative duties the ex- 
ercise of the most delightful senti- 
ment which God has impressed upon 
our hearts. 

With such a guide, from which it 
would never stray, this new Society 
hopes never to err in its progress. 
Pure in its principles, not less pru- 
dent than zealous in its conduct, it © 
will never forget that the morality 
to which it would call the attention 
of mankind, directs it to endeavour 
to maintain among them the mutual 
& constant harmony emanating from 
that reciprocal love which the Crea- 
tor has proclaimed to be the primary 
duty of man, because it is the princi- 
ple on which his happiness depends. 

The society warmly embraces 
this truth; that man is placed in 
the world only to do good, that such 
is the end of his being; itis his duty, 
and at the same time his most cer- 
tain means of happiness. Wretch- 
ed indeed, Gentlemen, are they 
whose hearts do not feel this ap- 
peal; they must be deprived of the 
sweetest of enjoyments ; of that en- 
joyment, which is not limited to any 
age or situation of life, which is e- 
ven a consolation under misfortune, 
and the certain recompense of those 
who are employed in the welfare of 
their fellow-men 

LETTER OF MR. BOWRING. 

To the President and Committee of the 
Society of Christian Morals, establish- 
ed at Paris. London, May 8, 1822. 

GENTLEMEN,—The Committee 


of the Society established in London 
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for the promotion of Permanent and 
Universal Peace, have watched with 
exceeding interest the growth and 
progress of your Society, and hail 
with unfeigned pleasure its final es- 
tablishment. They congratulate 
you, they congratulate themselves, 
and mankind, on the list of names 
distinguishing your early labors ; 
and see with no common delight, il 

lustrious individuals of widely dif- 
ferent religious opinions, all united 
to carry into effect the great object 
which interests us all—the dissemi- 
nation of the most striking and im- 
portant principles of Christianity. 

They offer you the most cordial 
co-operation be rejoice to be call- 
ed on to labor with you in a field 
so honorable ; they feel their own 
difficulties and disappointments dis: 
sipate, when they see rising around 
them, Societies like yours, offering 
them the hand of fellowship, and the 
spirit of sympathy. They cannot 
despair of the final triumph of truth, 
when they see so many able advo- 
cates engaged in its dissemination 
and defence; and they ardently 
hope that Christian charity will 
wing its way over the world, blen- 
ding all pursuits in an universal phi- 
lanthropy—-teaching nations that 
they have but one common, one gen- 
eral interest, to which their own is 
subservient, and eradicating those 
prejudices and malignant feelings, 
which have scattered round them 
misery, desolation, and death. 

Our Committee will look with anx- 
ious sympathy on the labors of your 
Society, and will communicate them 
to the world whenever they shall be 
in accordance (as we doubt not they 
will always be) with the great sub 
jects of our mutual regard. They 
trust that your communications will 
be active and uninterrupted ; and 
whenever your Society shall publish 
the Periodical to which a reference 
has been made,they will give it eve- 
ry encouragement in their power. 


Meanwhile they avail themselves of | 


this occasion, to send six copies of 
the New Series of The Hreratp or 
Peace, whose pages they hope will 
be adorned by the reports of your 
future proceedings, and in which 
they are about to print a translation 
of ,our President’s most interesting 
address. 

The Committee beg to thank you 
for the friendly reception which you 
have given to such of their members 
as have had the honor of being pres- 
ent at any of your sittings. By such 
associations among those who are 
honest and zealous in the cause of 
truth, which is the cause of peace, 
they hope to see or to prepare the 
way for the final extirpation of the 
malevolent affections called into ac- 
tion under the most terrible and 
outrageous form,—viz. in interna- 
tional war. 

Gentlemen, the Committee salute 
you with fraternal regard, and 1 feel 
happy myself in being their organ 
on this occasion. Accept my re- 
spects. 

Joun Bowrinec, 
Foreign Secretary. 


Answer to Mr. Bowring’s Letter. 


The Committee of the Society of Chris- 
tian Morals, to Mr. John Bowring, 
Foreign Secr’y of the Peace Society, 
-London. 
Paris, 16th May, 1822. 
Sirn,—We have received with the 
most lively interest, the fraternal 
communication which the London 
Peace Society has so obligingly 
transmitted to us. We think that 
the frequent intercourse which will, 
without doubt, be established be- 
tween the twe Societies, cannot fail 
of producing the most happy effect, 
at that the ultimate result will be 
the propogation of the sublime prin- 
ciples of Christian Morals, which, 
when once universally received and 
practised, must effect the establish- 
ment of permanent and universal 
peace ameng the children of the same 
God. We congratulate ourselves 
that we act in concert with the re- 
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spectable Peace Society to effect an 
object so very desirable; and it is to 
us a delightful spectacle to see two 
great nations united in promoting the 
happiness of the human kind. Re- 
ceive our thanks, Sir, for the propo- 
sal of the Peace Society to pub 

lish the result of our labors in their 
interesting and valuable periodical 
work, The Herald of Peace; also 
for their promise of sending to us 
several copies of the same. We 
have the pleasure to send to you six 
of the first number of the Periodi- 
cal Work which we have published. 

We have séen with the most live- 
ly pleasure and fraternal interest, 
members of your Society taking 
their seat among us, and assisting us 
is our deliberations. It is by this 
union, that the friends of humanity 
among every nation will be able to 
promote, through the influence of 
christianity, the happiness of man- 
kind. ~ May our intercourse with 
each other form one of the links of 
this grand association, which will 
contribute towards making peace, 
happiness, and every virtue which 
flows from the holy precepts of the 
gospel, reign among men. 

I congratulate myself, Sir, on be- 
ing commissioned to transmit to you 
the sentiments and views of the So- 
ciety, and I pray you to receive the 
assurance of our high consideration 
and fraternal regard. 


CuHar_Les CoquEREL, 
One of the Secretaries of the Society ror the 
application of the Christian Precepts to the 
Social Relations of Life. 





Letter of Joseph, late Emperor of Germany. 

The following is a letter of the 
emperor to one of his generals. 

“ General—lI desire you to arrest 
Count K—, and Captain W—, im- 
mediately. The Count is of an im- 
perious character, proud of his birth, 
and full of false ideas of honor.— 
Captain W. who is an old soldier, 
thinks of settling every thing by 
sword and pistol. He has done 
wrong to accept a challenge from 
the young Count. I will not suffer 
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the practice of duelling in my army ; 
and I despise ihe arguments of those 
who seek to justify it. I have a 
high esteem for officers who expose 
themselves courageously to the en- 
emy, and who, on all occasions, 
show themselves intrepid, valiant & 
determined in attack as well as in 
defence. The indifference with 
which they face death is honorable 
to themselves and useful to their 
country ; but there are men ready 
to sacrifice every thing to a spirit of 
revenge and hatred. I despise 
them: such men in my opinion are 
worse than Roman gladiators. Let 
a council of war be summoned to try 


these two officers with all the im- 


partiality which I demand from eve- 
ry judge; and let the most culpable 
of the two be made an example, by ' 
the rigor of the law. Iam resolved 
that this barbarous custom, which 
is worthy of the age of Tamerlane 
and Bajazet, and which is so fatal 
to the peace of families, shall be 
punished and suppressed, though it 
cost half my officers. There will 
be still left 'men who can unite bra- 
very with the duties of faithful sub- 
jects. I wish for none who do not 
respect the laws of the country. 
Vienna, August, 1774.” 





Tut following is a supposed an- 
swer to the Emperor’s letter. 
COUNT K. TO THE EMPEROR JOSEPH. 

Sire, 

The general has furnished me 
with acopy of your letter to him, 
and | am now under arrest. I have 
reflected seriously on your censures, 
and would before I suffer for my of- 
fence, suggest some thoughts for 
your Majesty’s consideration. 


Of me it is said—* The Count is 
of an imperious character, proud of 
his birth,full of false ideas of honor,”’ 
—Qn reflection, | am convinced 
that this opinion is correct. But, 
sire, my “ false ideas of honor,’ were 
the fruit of that education which 
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I received in your service ; they are || ought to be deemed either “ honora- 
such as are generally possessed by || ble to themselves’? or “ useful to 


military officers ; and perhaps they 
are not more “ false”? than those 
‘ideas of honor,”’ which sovereigns 
entertain, exemplify, and applaud. 
Why should it be thought less hon- 
orable for a man to fight valiantly in 
his own quarrels, than so to fight in 
the quarrels of his prince. And if 
quarrelling and fighting between 
two officers is shameful or wicked, 
what shall be said of the wars of 
princes? 

Of my antagonist your Majesty 
has said, “Captain W. who is an 
old soldier, thinks of settling every 
thing by sword and pistol.””—W hat 
better could reasonably have been 
expected of an “old soldier’? who 
has been trained to blood ? And has 
he not the example of all the princes 
of Europe to countenance him in set- 
tling his disputes with weapons of 
death? Oris it more honorable to 
murder men with cannon and mus- 
kets, than with swords and pistols ? 
Or is it less unjust or less horrid for 
sovereigns to call forth armies of in- 
nocent men and cause them to mur- 
der one another, to settle some friv- 
olous dispute, than for two gentle- 
men to settle a controversy equally 
frivolous by fighting their own bat- 
tle. 

Your Majesty expresses a “high 
esteem for those officers who expose 
themselves courageously to the en- 
emy, and who, on all occasions, 
show themselves intrepid, valiant & 
determined in attack as well as dé- 
fence.’ Ofthese you say * The in- 
difference with which they face 
death is honorable to themselves, 
and useful to their country.” 

I was once of the same opinion, 
but reflection has convinced me that 
these are “false ideas.”? For the 
wars of princes are as needless as 
the combats of duellists. Besides, 
always on one part, if not on both, a 
war is positively unjust and murder- 
ous; and I cannot think that it 


their country,” for men with “ indif- 
ference to face death’? in unjustly 
attempting to destroy their breth- 
ren. 

“There are men,” says your 
Majesty, “who are ready to sacri- 
fice every thing toa spirit of revenge 
and hatred.” 

This was meant of duellists ; but is 
it not in fact more applicable to 
warring princes ? Duellisis, indeed, 
sometimes sacrifice their own lives, 
and the happiness of relations and 
friends. But in their combats there 


is no burning or sacking of towns | 


—no murder of women & children, 
or of the sick and the aged—-no 
ravaging of provinces—no plunder- 
ing nor devastation of the property 
of the innocent—no public and inku- 
man celebrations of victories, & sel- 
dom more than two lives sacrificed 
inone quarrel. How trifling then 
the sacrifices in a war between two 
duellists, compared with what is 
made ina war between two prin- 
ces! What are twe lives to a hun- 
dred thousand ? 

Yet of revengeful duellists your 
Majesty has been pleased to say— 
“Ldespise them.’ Perhaps, Sire, 
they are as much entitled to your 
compassion as your contempt—to 
compassion for their misfortune in 
having been trained up in tke prin- 
ciples of revenge and murder, in the 
services and by the example of their 
princes. 

That duellists are “worse than 
Roman Gladiators” may be true; 
for they fight each other voluntarily ; 
whereas “the Roman Gladiators” 
were prisoners of war, doomed by 
their inhuman conquerors to fight 
and murder each other, for the a- 
musement of the multitude. So the 


poor soldiers of different countries 
are called out into armies to destroy 
one another, to gratify the ambition 
or revenge of their merciless rulers. 

Soldiers and Gladiators may stand 
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public wars of governments. Pub- 


on equal giound as to guilt; duel- 
lists may be worse than either of 
these; but can they be worse than 
those rulers who wantonly cause 
soldiers and gladiators to shed each 
other’s blood, and who exert their 
influence to render fighting a glori- 
ous profession ? 

Your Majesty has denounced du- 
elling as a“ barbarous custom, wor- 
thy of the age of Tamerlane and 
Bajazet.”” L admit, Sire, that du- 
elling is a “barbarous custom ;”’ but 
A think it corresponds less with the 
age of Tamerlane than does the 


lick war was deemed a glorious 
work in the time of Tamerlane ; it 
is so deemed by rulers of the pres- 
ent age. Duelling was of later ori- 
gin, and it is in some respects an 
improvement on the principles of 
public war. The improvement to 
which I refer is this—when duel- 
lists quarrel, they do their own figh- 
ting. If princes would adopt this 
improvement, they might dismiss 
their armies and navies, and thus 
greatly diminish the oppressive bur- 
dens of their subjects, and cease to 
deluge the earth in innocent blood. 
Their example, would still be 
pernicious, but the saving of blood 
and treasure would be great; for 
they might still—as they often do 
now——enact laws to punish other 
people for imitating their example. 
So great is your abhorrence of 


| duelling, that you have said, « 1 des- 


pise the arguments of those who seek 
to justify it? I am persuaded, 
Sire, that when people shall have be- 
come truly enlightend, they may 
with greater propriety say the same 
of the arguments to justify the wars 
of princes. Both customs however 
are barbarous, abhorrent to enlight- 
ened reason, to justice, and to reli- 
gion. 

Your Majesty may properly say 
much against duelling, and I shall 
submit to whatever penalty your 


majesty shall think proper to inflict 
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on me ; but I am anxious that you 


should understand, that the wars of 


duellists, and the wars even of pi- 


rates, are not more reprehensible, 
nor more atrocious, than the wars of 
sovereigns. 

Count K. 

Sept. 6th, 1774. 

N. B. The letter from the Em- 
peror to the General has frequently 
been published, and is supposed to 
be genuine. The one from Count 
K. to the Emperor, has perhaps 
never before.appeared in this coun- 
try, and its genuineness may there- 
fore be deemed more questionable ; 
but the sentiments contained in it 
deserve the most serious consid- 
eration of both rulers and subjects 
in every country of Christendom. 

Editor of the Friend of Peace. 
— + oe 

New England Tract Society— 
This society has published since its 
commencement in 1814 more than 
three millions of tracts, containing 
forty millions of pages. It has es- 
tablished -ninety-two depositories 
or tract stores, where tracts may be 
obtained at the rate of ten pages 
for a cent. Its tracts are said 
to be “calculated to receive the 
approbation of serious christians 
of all denominations.”? The con- 
tributions to the funds of this soci- 
ety have heretofore been small, and 


it is said to be now in special need 
of aid. 


TRUE BENEVOLENCE DELINEATED. 

Mr. M. took charge of a ship and 
sailed for a foreign port—was ship- 
wrecked—but he and his crew ar- 
rived safe on shore utterly destitute. 
In this forlorn condition, they seek 
relief among the inhabitants of the 
country. The Captain goes to the 
merchants, and informs them that 
himself and owners are persons of 
property, and that he does not come 
to solicit charity. If they will be 
so good as to furnish him and the 
ship’s company with requisites to 
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supply their present distress,. that 
he will draw bills payable at sight. 
But these unfeeling worldlings re- 
fuse; they tell him however, that 
there is a man in the neighborhood 
who would help him, and pointed 
him out—said he was rich and did 
often help persons who were in dis- 
tress. Mr. M. goes to the house and 
gains admittance—makes known his 
errand—gives him to understand 
that he (the gentleman,) was said to 
be rich, and does often relieve peo- 
ple under sufferings. The gentle- 
man says to him, you are under a 
mistake; J am not rich, Sir, and 
they who told you so, teld you wrong. 
Be not offended, Sir, says the Cap- 
tain, your neighbors told me that 
you was rich, and | have troubled 
you under the impression of that 
belief. But Sir, I do not solicit aid 
in charity, I will draw bills upon my 
friends payable at sight. Says the 
gentleman, J am not rich, but my 
Master is very rich. I have a 
possessions, yet have nothing that I 
can truly call my own. 

Come, go with me, Sir—the Cap- | 


tain accompanies him into at 


centleman oO 


apartment—her e the g 


pens an abundance of treasure— | 


bids him take all he wants. The 


Captain tenders him drafts on his | } 
The gentle. | 
man utterly refuses, telling ‘him to 
take all that he has need of, but | 


owners and friends. 


adds, “remember Sir, that tt is ra | 
my property, but my great Master’s. 
1 have nothing that I can truly call , 


my own—I am the Lord’s steward, | 
you must, therefore, for whatever | 


you take, account with Him. On 
the great day of judgment, we shall 
all be compelled to give an exact | 


the body. Then, Sir, happy, hap 
py, W ill it be for you and for me, i 
we can prove ourselves to have been | 





conduct of this faithful servant of 
the Lord, show your approbation, 
by similar devotedness of yourself 
and of your all to Him. Dear fel. 
low servant, “Go and do likewise,” 

The time never has occurred, 
when the exertions of this god-like 
temper was more pre-eminently re- 
quired than the present. Educa- 


tion, Missionary and Benevolent 


Societies of every name require as. 
sistance, and our native Brethren 
of the West, and common Brethren 
of the East, imperativ ely say “Come 
and help us.” There is a claim— 
nay, there is a command, as weighty 
as Omnipotence, upon every man, 
woman, and child. Millions! mil- 
lions! of immortal souls, may per- 
ish if we withhold our aid. 
+ @BO«:- 

By the liberality of the Ladies 
of the first Presbyterian society in 
Utica, their pastor, the Rev. 8S. C. 
Aikin, has recently been made a 
member for life of the American 
Bik Society. It is hoped their 
example will be followed by others 
until the treasury of the Lord shall 
overflow with their offerings. 

a + Gare 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
Messrs. Epirors, 


A desire to know what is duty, 
has induced a constant reader of 
your valuable publication, to sub- 
mit to you the following question, 
|| which he hopes some of your cor- 
| respondents will answer. 


Ought young men who have the 


| gospel ministry in view, in any of 
| their preparatory studies, to make 
| the great doctrines of the Bible, 
account of all that is done here in || S¥¢has election, reprobation, origin- 
| al sin, the decrees and sov ereignty 
f | of God, &c. frequent subjects of 


| serious meditation? and, if so, 


the faithful stewards of the Lord; ought they ever to engage in a free 
for we shall then enjoy His blissful | 
presence forever and ever.—Read- | jec 
er, if you are wel/ pleased with the | 


'| and candid discussion of these sub- 


ects? 
L. L. 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 

A revival commenced some time since 
‘1 Southampton, Mass. and is still pro- 
gressing. Christians have been greatly 
-efreshed, and many who were far from 
God, and far from righteousness, are 
now rejoicing in God. Itis believed 
that upwards of one hundred and se- 
yenty are indulging hopes of having 
passed from death unto life. More than 
two hundred now attend the anxious 
meetings, many of whom are earnestly 
enquiring to know what they must do 
to be saved. 

At Easthampton God is doing great | 
things; about ninety have hopefully 
been born into the kingdom of the Re- | 
deemer. About two hundred attend | 
the anxious meetings. A deep solem- 
nity pervades the whole town, and ma- 
ny are impressed with a sense of guilt 
and danger, and seem determined to 
rest short of nothing but an mterest in | 


A 


the Savior. Christians in that place 
appear not yet to be satisfied; and it is 
believed that they will not soon cease | 
praying for the cause of Christ, and | 
the salvation of souls. The work has | 
been gradual—attended with no noise | 
nor confusion; but with such power as | 
tobreak down all opposition. The false | 
refuges of sinners have been swept a-| 
way, and they have found themselves | 
condemned, and without excuse in the | 
sight of God. Many stout-hearted have | 
been humbled at the feet of Jesus. Pa- | 
rents and children have begun together | 

| 

} 

| 


the song of Redeeming love. 

A work of grace has commenced in 
Norwich, and is rapidly increasing. 
Westhampton, also, a revival has begun 
A- | 


In | 


and is spreading through the town. 


quiring meetings, and several are re- 
joicing in hope. In Northampton are 
some hopeful appearances. Christians 
are beginning to take hold of the premises 
with a good degree of confidence and as- 
surance, and the enemies of religion 
are agitated and disturbed. In Hadley 
the Spirit has been poured out, and sev- 
eral have been brought to submit them- 
selves to God; many are serious and 
the work is increasing. There are in- 
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rich blessings upon all his churches in 


that region. { Pijgrim. } 
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: 
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hopes of having passed from death unto 
life. Ninety three, we understand, 
have already united with Rev. Mr. 
Wheeler’s church, and fifteen more are 
propounded. 

In Chester, N. H. is, also, a very gen- 
eral attention to religion. Thirty or 
forty in one society, and twelve or fif- 
teen in the other are indulging hopes. 
Appearances still favorable. 

It is with pleasure we may now speak 
of Boston, as one of those places high- 
ly favored of the Lord. Several weeks 
since a revival commenced; particularly 
in Park-street, Old-South, and Essex- 
street sociciies. We learn that some 
hundreds are there anxious to know 
what they shall do to be saved. As this 
glorious work has, no doubt, begun in 
answer to prayer, so may the Great Head 
of the church continue to pour out a 
spirit of supplication for that city, until 
all its inhabitants shall begin to enquire 
after the ‘*good old paths.” 

The academy at Andover is also said 
to be visited with a shower of graee. 





Extract of a letter from a Lady in Vir- 
ginia to her friend in this village, da- 
ted 7th Feb. 1823. 
mn , Many parts of Virginia have 

been visited with extensive revivals du- 

ring the past year. Early in the spring 

a revival commenced at Hampden Sid- 

ney, which continued several months, 

and diffused its benign influence to a 

considerable extent. Dr. Benj. Rice, 

of Petersburg, heard of the excitement 
at Hampden Sidney, and came over to 
witness the power of God in the con- 
version of sinners, and to direct inqui- 
ring souls to Christ. He imbibed the 
spirit of the revival and carried it home 
to his people. In Petersburgh, tro- 
phies of redeeming love were numer- 
ous. While the work was progressing 
there, Mr. Russel, of Norfolk, paid them 

a vist—his hopes were excited—his zeal 

enlivened, and his faith strengthened 

by beholding the displays of divine 
grace among that people. He went 
home and called the elders of his church 





| together—related what he had recently 
| witnessed, and expressed a belief that 


‘dications that God is about to bestow the Lord was ready to pour out a bles- 


sing on them if they would plead with 
that importunity which the word of God 


| required, and the importance of the sub- 


| ject demanded. 


They appointed a 


In Candia, N. H. a revival began in |} prayer meeting, and, ‘*while they were 
Oct. last, and still continues. In the || yetspeaking,” they were answered in a 
course of fifteen weeks about one hun- |} manner that far exceeded their, most 


dred and thirty have there obtained } sanguine expectations. 








S2 Ordination, Installation, &c.—Poetry. 


From Prince Edward, the revival 
spread likewise into Cumberland and 
Charlotte. In the latter place, the 
work is thought to have been more pow- 
erful and inore general than in any other 
part of Virginia. Several towns in the 
valley, between the Blue Ridge and Lau- 
re] Mountains have aiso shared in the gra- 
cious effusion duriug the past season. I 
have heard the number of hopefui con- 
verts in each place, but have not a dis- 
tinctrecollection of them now. Besides, 
I think it unnecessary to be more partic- 
ular, as you will probably hear of what 
God has done for his Zion here by way 
of religious publications. 
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Behold the saints ascend, 

No longer one by one, and far s part; 

They go in companies, they fly like clouds 

Of sunny whiteness on 2 vernal day. 

Hurrying in thick succession o’er the Heavens, 
In one continued multitude they rise.” 
[Remembrancer.] 


Ordinations and Installations. 


Jan. 1.—The Rev. Erastus Clapp,was 
ordained as colleague with the Rev. Jo- 
nathan Miller, over the church and so- 
ciety in Burlington, Con. 


Jan. 1.—The Rev. Amos Pettengill 
was installed pastor over the church and 
congregation in Waterbury, (Salem 
Parish,) Conn. Sermon by the Rev. 
Dr. Beecher of Litchfield. 


Jan. 1.—The Rev. Thomas Williams 
was installed pastor over the Congrega- 
tional church in the East Parish in Rut- 
land, Vt. Sermon by the Rev. Dr. 
Bates, President of Middlebury col- 
lege. 

Jan.15.—The Rev. Charles J. Hins- 
dale was ordained pastor over the Con- 
gregational church and society in Ber- 
lin, Conn. Sermon by the Rev. Dr. 
Chapin of Weathersfield. 

en RR 
THE SABBATH MORNING. 


By Cunningham. 


Dear is the hallow’d morn to me, 
When village bells awake the day; 
And by their sacred minstrelsy 
Call me from earthly cares away. 


And dear to me the hallow’d hour, 
Spent in thy sacred courts, O Lord! 

Toteel devotion’s soothing power, 
And catch the manna of thy word. 


And dear to me the loud ‘Amen,’ 
Which echoes through the blest abode, 
Which swells and sinks, and swells again, 
Dies on the walls, but lives to God. 


ene 


And dear the simple melody, 

Sung with the pomp of rustic art; 
That holy, heavenly harmony, 

‘The music of a thankful heart. 


In secret I have often prayed, 
And still the anxious tear would fall, 
But on the sacred altar laid, 
‘The fire descends and dries them all. 
Oft when the world with iron hands, 
Has bound me in its six-days chain, 
This bursts them like the strong man’s bands, 
And lets my spirit loose again. 


Then dear to me the Sabbath morn, 
The village bells, the shepherd’s voice; 
These oft have found my heart forlorn, 
And always bade that heart rejoice. 
Go, man of pleasure—strike thy lyre, 
Of broken Sabbaths sing the charms; 
Ours is the prophet’s car of fire, 
Which bears us to our Father’s arms. 


Utica Missionary Depository. 


Received for A. B.C. F. M. from the 3ist 
January, to the 21st February, 1823. 


Avails of missionary lands by a gentleman 


ae Bee ant 


ee 


from the westward, 3 50 § 


Deerfield, of Miss Hannah M. Dyer, Secre- , 
tary of the Fem. Miss. Soc. by the Rev.» ° 


John Frost, 18 02 § 
Hanover, a donation received from the Rey. 

Ralph lobinson, 10 00 

Do. four little children, 00 75 


Leyden, Lewis Co. Fem. Cent Soe. by Mrs, 


Allis Fish, Treasurer, 12 00 


Avails of a missionary field, cultivated by 

the Rev. Renel Kimball pastor of that 

congregation, 2 25 

Little Falls, Mon. Con. Call. 4 00 
Lenoa, a bag containing clothing and dried 

fruit from Dr. Hall—not estimated. 
Madison, Mon. Con. Call. in Rev. Jesse Mi- 

ner’s congregation, 619 98; avails of Mis. 

field, Mr. Gilbert Stebbins, &2 62; Do. 

Do. Do. Mr. Samuel Coe, §2 25; Do. 

Do. Do. Rev. Jesse Miner, $2 00; Mrs. 

Phebe Woods, a linen shirt, 26 85 
Norway, Mon. Con. Col. m the Rev. Mr. 

Sweasy’s society, $22 00; avails of a Mis. 

field, Dea. L. Evarts $3 00; a bundle of 

clothing from the Evangelical Mis. Soe. 


—not estimated, 25 00 
Paris, Wm. Thurstin, (12 years old) avails 
of his own industry, 1 00 
Rome, Coll.on ‘Vhanksgiving day in the Rev. 
Mr. Gillet’s congregation, 5 85 
Sherburn, Mon. Con. Coll. first Presbyterian 
Soc. by Mr. A. Northrop, 6 00 
Trenton, Dea. sone: 50 
Utica. Mon. Con. Coll. first Presbyterian Soe. 


3 91; avails of a charity box Kept in Mrs. 

Woreester’s school for the support of 

female children in India, $3 00 6 91 
Union, Soc. Mon. Con. Coll. $12 00; Do, 

from sd. Soc. $4 61; Mrs. Candis Sage 34 

yds. diaper, sold for 81 cents. 17 42 
Vernon, avails of a Mis. field in the Rey. O. 

Lyman’s Soc. 52 bushels corn, sold for 

19 50; Do. cash 87 cts. 20 37 
Verona, Mis. field cultivated by individuals, 

134 bushels of corn, by Mr. Gilbert 

Brush; Mrs. Sarah Sedgwick, two of 

tow cloth, Do. one pair socks; scholars in 

Miss Sally Woodbridge’s school, three 

pair socks and one pair mittens. 
Westmoreland, avails of Mis. field cultivated 

by individuals, 141 bushels corn,sold for 52 87 
Whitesboro’, Mr. John C. French, trom his 

Mis. field 105 bushels corn, sold for, 3 94 





Amount of cash, 217 23 
ABIJAH THOMAS, Agent. 





18) 
m 
it 
ou 
tr 
H 





